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do i stay christian?

YES. 
5 reasons to stay.



1. Leaving has its own unintended 
consequences.

A. It leaves the religion to its least 
responsible members. 

B. It legitimizes its worst examples while 
denying or betraying its best. 

C. It leaves us vulnerable to some other 
worse form of religion or ideology. 

D. It is an act of privilege. 
E. Owning our history can be 

simultaneously humbling and inspiring, 
but forming a new and pristine religion is 
dangerously naive and arrogant.



2. Where else would we go?

A. Every religion has its skeletons. 
B. What is true of Christianity is true of 

humanity. Christian problems are human 
problems. 

C. Life is religious. (“Life’s too short to pretend 
you’re not religious,” says David Dark.) 

D. If we reject the liturgies of Christianity, we 
will accept some other liturgies.



3. Leaving defiantly or staying compliantly 
are not our only options.

A. We can stay in protest. 
B. We can stay creatively. 
C. We can stay as an act of revolutionary 

love. 
D. We can stay in solidarity with “creative 

stay-ers” in other traditions. 
E. We can stay until we are expelled. 
F. When we’re expelled, we can stay where 

we’re wanted and needed. 
G. We can live by an “alternative orthodoxy”



4. It would be a shame to leave so much 
un-seized potential!

A. Jesus 
B. The Bible 
C. The tradition 
D. Mysticism 
E. Activism 
F. The rising generations



5. It is still possible to imagine christian 
faith reborn as a way of life … 

a faith that can help save — rather than 
destroy — the world.



Imagine if every Christian practice  
transformed us more fully in the Spirit of 
justice, joy, and peace … 

helping us celebrate the God who made and 
loves all creation, who loves all people (no 

exceptions), and who empowers and deploys 
us as spiritual activists who work for peace 

and justice in all dimensions of our lives.



The very practices that have effectively 
pacified people and lulled them to sleep 
could awaken, inspire, activate, and 
empower them to become agents of 
change …

filled with the Spirit of justice, joy, and 
peace … as lifelong spiritual activists in a 
growing spiritual movement, following the 

way of life modeled by Jesus, our liberator 
and leader.



Your mission, should you choose to 
accept it, is to boldly imagine and 
experiment with an expression of Christian 
faith that can save the world … 

every sermon 
every prayer 

every litany and liturgy 
every sacrament and song 

every holiday and special activity 
every welcome and benediction 

every day, every week, every year, 
starting today.



imagine worship as “the workout of the people”

every sermon 
every prayer 

every litany and liturgy 
every sacrament 

every song 
every welcome and benediction 

every day, every week, every year, 
starting today.



what kind of formation do we intend? 
what strengths? 
what values? 
what virtues? 
what qualities of character? 
what “orthopraxy” and “orthopathy?” 
for what purpose? every sermon 

every prayer 
every litany and liturgy 

every sacrament 
every song 

every welcome and benediction 
every day, every week, every year, 

starting today.















In light of our current global emergency, 
we hereby call on the Christians of the 
world to refuse to conduct religion as 

usual, and instead, we call for a time of 
creative disruption and a period of bold 

theological, liturgical, and missional 
innovation. 

We urge every Christian around the world 
to …



Rediscover God as the loving Presence who 
beckons us to grow beyond personal, racial, 

religious, national, and human selfishness. 

Rediscover Jesus as the enfleshed Word who 
reveals God’s embodied solidarity with all creation. 

Rediscover the Spirit as God’s creative breath 
hovering over and moving through all of creation to 

foment justice, joy, and peace. 

Rediscover the gospel as good news of great joy for 
all people, but first for the poor, and ultimately, for all 

creation.



Don’t criticize what others are doing. 
Instead, improvise. Create. Adapt. 

Stop being so afraid of breaking rules that made perfect 
sense in the distant past. 

Instead, fear repeating the failures of the past and present in 
the uncertain future. 

Show the same creativity, freshness, and boldness in your 
time as your ancestors did in theirs. Dare to say, “You have 
heard it said, but …” 

Don’t be slaves to the same old thing. Don’t merely tend the 
tombs of the prophets. 

Behold, God is doing a new thing, and calling forth a new 
generation of leaders to face the current global emergency.
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here


