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2015: 80 
2016: 61 
2017: 42 
2018: 26 
people owned as much as half of 

humanity.
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how do we respond?



Q: what is the single 
greatest commandment? 

A: love God with all your 
heart, soul, mind, strength 
… and the second is 
equally important: love your 
neighbor as yourself. 

- Jesus



Q: what really matters? 

A: the only thing that 
matters is faith expressing 
itself in love…. without love, 
you have nothing. 

- Paul



love for neighbor 
love for self 
love for the earth 
love for God … 

It’s all one love.





my wish …



In light of our current global emergency, 
we hereby call on the Christians of the 
world to refuse to conduct religion as 

usual, and instead, we call for a time of 
creative disruption and a period of bold 

theological, liturgical, and missional 
innovation. 

We urge every Christian around the world 
to …



Rediscover God as the loving Presence who 
beckons us to grow beyond personal, racial, 

religious, national, and human selfishness. 

Rediscover Jesus as the enfleshed Word who 
reveals God’s embodied solidarity with all creation. 

Rediscover the Spirit as God’s creative breath 
hovering over and moving through all of creation to 

foment justice, joy, and peace. 

Rediscover the gospel as good news of great joy for 
all people, but first for the poor, and ultimately, for all 

creation.



Don’t criticize what others are doing. 
Instead, improvise. Create. Adapt. 

Stop being so afraid of breaking rules that made perfect 
sense in the distant past. 

Instead, fear repeating the failures of the past and present in 
the uncertain future. 

Show the same creativity, freshness, and boldness in your 
time as your ancestors did in theirs. Dare to say, “You have 
heard it said, but we say …” 

Don’t be slaves to the same old thing. Don’t merely tend the 
tombs of the prophets. 

Behold, God is doing a new thing, and calling forth a new 
generation of leaders to face the current global emergency.
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you can download these 
slides at 

brianmclaren.net

http://brianmclaren.net

