
can our congregation become a 
studio of love?

The Great Spiritual Migration





THE GREAT
SPIRITUAL
M I G R AT I ON



Let’s stay in touch! 

1. brianmclaren.net 

blog, books, social media, email newsletter 

2. Slides will be available on my blog.

http://brianmclaren.net




imagine a yoga studio - 

- no mats 
- no floor space 
- only desks 
- a piano or organ or stage with a band 
- songs about downward dog, mountain, 
etc. 
- a lecture 
- photographs line the walls



imagine a potter’s studio - 

- no wheel, no clay 
- comfortable chairs in rows 
- large screen at front 
- popcorn, soda, other snacks 
- quotes about pottery on walls 
- handout with documentaries about 
famous potters



imagine a basketball camp - 

- no full or half courts 
- no baskets 
- no balls 
- cheerleaders 
- tablets with thousands of games loaded 
- recliners 
- discussion groups on physics of jump 
shots, greatest dribbler ever, etc.



what would you conclude?



What is the one greatest 
commandment? 

“You shall have the correct 
beliefs system!” 

(not)



What is the one greatest 
commandment? 

Love … 

and the second is equally 
important …



Jesus 

Paul

John

James



a story about learning how to love
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a story about learning how to love 

invitation 
exposure to models 
experience 
relationships 
reflection 
more challenging experience 
training 
celebration/consecration 

repetition



What would the curriculum be 
for a studio of love?



Love 101: 

neighbor 

stranger 

outsider/outcast 

enemy 



Love 201: 

self 

not selfish 

not self-hating 



Love 301: 

the earth 

all creation 

for neighbors & self 

for God’s sake 



Love 401: 

God 



People who are learning to love their neighbors, themselves and the 
earth will not find it hard to learn to love God, because God will not be 
for them a doctrine or theory separate from or inconsistent with what 
they already love. Rather, in their experience of love for neighbor, self 
and creation, they will already have experienced God, because, as 
Richard Rohr says, ‘God is an event of communion.’11 They will 
already have come, as the Quakers say, to love and reverence ‘that of 
God in every one’. So in Love 401, people learn to recognize and love 
the familiar light they see radiant in everything they already love. They 
learn to inhabit God as the loving reality in which they ‘live and move 
and have their being’, the all-encompassing ‘event of communion’ in 
which they have experienced countless events of communion. Each 
experience of love itself, they will realize, has been an experience of 
God, for, as John said in the New Testament, ‘Love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God … for God is love’ 
(1 John 4:7–8).



Yes, loving a distant and theoretical God who must be 
approached through complex belief systems can indeed be tough – 
even exhausting, mentally and emotionally. But loving the God 
who is experienced in love for neighbor, self and creation comes 
as naturally as breathing. A character from Dostoevsky’s The 
Brothers Karamazov captures it perfectly:



Love all of God’s creation, both the whole of it 
and every grain of sand. Love every leaf, every 
ray of God’s light. Love animals, love plants, 
love each thing. If you love each thing, you will 
perceive the mystery of God in things. Once 
you have perceived it, you will begin tirelessly 
to perceive more and more of it every day. And 
you will come at last to love the whole world 
with an entire, universal love.



creation people

self

God

know

knowlove

love

LOVE 
CYCLE

know

love

know
love

Love can only begin from knowing God, as love comes from God. As we live out the mandate of loving others, self and creation,  
we must continue to know, in order to love better. This is a cycle, not a linear process. As we go through the outer circle, we are  
learning to love God. It is ONLY through loving people, self and creation that we are able to love God in a real way. As you continue 
to go through the love cycle, the breadth and depth of your capacity to love increases.










