Jeremiah 1
1 The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in Anathoth in the
land of Benjamin, 2 to whom the word of the Lord came in the days of King Josiah
son of Amon of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 3 It came also in the days of
King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, and until the end of the eleventh year of King
Zedekiah son of Josiah of Judah, until the captivity of Jerusalem in the fifth month.
4 Now the word of the Lord came to me saying,
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.”
7 But the Lord said to me,
“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’;
for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
and you shall speak whatever I command you.
8 Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you,
says the Lord.”

Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the
Lord said to me,
“Now I have put my words in your mouth.
10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant.”
11 The word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what
do you see?” And I said, “I see a branch of an almond tree.” 12
Then the Lord said to me, “You have seen well, for I am
watching[b] over my word to perform it.” 13 The word of the
Lord came to me a second time, saying, “What do you see?”
And I said, “I see a boiling pot, tilted away from the north.”

Then the Lord said to me: Out of the north disaster shall break
out on all the inhabitants of the land. 15 For now I am calling all
the tribes of the kingdoms of the north, says the Lord; and they
shall come and all of them shall set their thrones at the
entrance of the gates of Jerusalem, against all its surrounding
walls and against all the cities of Judah. 16 And I will utter my
judgments against them, for all their wickedness in forsaking
me; they have made offerings to other gods, and worshiped the
works of their own hands. 17 But you, gird up your loins; stand
up and tell them everything that I command you. Do not break
down before them, or I will break you before them. 18 And I for
my part have made you today a fortified city, an iron pillar, and
a bronze wall, against the whole land—against the kings of
Judah, its princes, its priests, and the people of the land. 19
They will fight against you; but they shall not prevail against
you, for I am with you, says the Lord, to deliver you.

Jeremiah was a priest …
He was called to be a prophet.
God touched his mouth and put the words of
God in his mouth.
The words were terrible words.
They were words of judgment and
destruction.

to pluck up and to pull down
to destroy and to overthrow
(i.e. deconstruction)
to build and to plant.”
(new construction)

Jeremiah 6:13 ff
Everyone is greedy for unjust gain;
and from prophet to priest,
everyone deals falsely.
14 They have treated the wound of my people carelessly,
saying, “Peace, peace,”
when there is no peace.
15 They acted shamefully, they committed abomination;
yet they were not ashamed,
they did not know how to blush.
Therefore they shall fall among those who fall;
at the time that I punish them, they shall be overthrown,
says the Lord.
16 Thus says the Lord:
Stand at the crossroads, and look,
and ask for the ancient paths,
where the good way lies; and walk in it,
and find rest for your souls.
But they said, “We will not walk in it.”

The people passed the crossroads.
They missed their last chance.
Destruction is inevitable.
It is too late.
And the world of religion is part of the
problem, not part of the solution.

7 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 Stand in the
gate of the Lord’s house, and proclaim there this word, and say,
Hear the word of the Lord, all you people of Judah, you that enter
these gates to worship the Lord. 3 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the
God of Israel: Amend your ways and your doings, and let me dwell
with you in this place. 4 Do not trust in these deceptive words:
“This is the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple
of the Lord.”
5 For if you truly amend your ways and your doings, if you truly
act justly one with another, 6 if you do not oppress the alien, the
orphan, and the widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if
you do not go after other gods to your own hurt, 7 then I will dwell
with you in this place, in the land that I gave of old to your
ancestors forever and ever.

16 As for you, do not pray for this people, do not raise a cry or
prayer on their behalf, and do not intercede with me, for I will not
hear you….
21 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Add your burnt
offerings to your sacrifices, and eat the flesh. 22 For in the day
that I brought your ancestors out of the land of Egypt, I did not
speak to them or command them concerning burnt offerings and
sacrifices. 23 But this command I gave them, “Obey my voice, and
I will be your God, and you shall be my people; and walk only in
the way that I command you, so that it may be well with you.” 24
Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but, in the stubbornness
of their evil will, they walked in their own counsels, and looked
backward rather than forward. 25 From the day that your
ancestors came out of the land of Egypt until this day, I have
persistently sent all my servants the prophets to them, day after
day; 26 yet they did not listen to me, or pay attention, but they
stiffened their necks. They did worse than their ancestors did.

27 So you shall speak all these words to them, but they will not
listen to you. You shall call to them, but they will not answer you.
28 You shall say to them: This is the nation that did not obey the
voice of the Lord their God, and did not accept discipline; truth has
perished; it is cut off from their lips.

Destruction is inevitable.
It is too late.
There is no going back.

Destruction is inevitable.
It is too late.
There is no going back.
Yet … there is a hint of hope beyond (not
instead of) the destruction.

Jeremiah 31:31 ff
31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make
a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of
Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of
the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was
their husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the
Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,
“Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Notice that even this word of hope
means radical disruption of the status
quo. It is not a return to the past … but a
passage to a new reality …
like the flowering of new possibilities
after an extinction event.

Like Jeremiah, many of us are priests (or
pastors).
But we, too, have been called to be
prophets.
God has put the words of God in our
mouths. The words are terrible words.
They are words of judgment and
destruction.
But they are not without deep hope.

Everyone is greedy for unjust gain;
and from prophet to priest,
everyone deals falsely.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
time_continue=2467&v=haewHZ8ubKA

