


As we gather in this place …



We are grateful for the beauty of this land … 
from the dunes, marshes, and surf of the 
Atlantic Coast in the east to Lake 
Okeechobee in the west, from the Indian 
River in the north to the Everglades in the 
south, and for all the beautiful creatures that 
inhabit this land.



We thank you, Living 
God, for the 
Loxahatchee 
Watershed, our 
environmental address, 
and all the plants and 
animals with whom we 
share it as neighbors. 
We accept our 
responsibility to care for 
all its tributaries and 
estuaries, and to protect 
it from the harm that we 
humans are causing.



Oh Creator, we lament how 
many species in our region 
have been pushed to the edge 
of extinction - and we pledge 
to protect all of your precious 
creatures, each known and 
loved by you … 

from the manatee to the scrub 
jay, 

from panther to the pine snake, 
from the gopher tortoise to the 

Miami blue butterfly.  



We honor the original peoples of this land, and 
the lives they lived here for thousands of years:



the paleo-Indians, the Ais, the Jaega, the Tequesta, 
and the Seminoles.



We lament the injustice done to the original inhabitants by 
Spanish and American colonizers, and we lament all injustice 
that humans have done on this land in the centuries since, to 
this very day.



We seek to learn, lament, and cherish the 
unique story of this place - in war and peace, 
in disaster and resilience, in struggle and 
celebration, in sorrow and joy.

We honor the struggle of all people seeking 
justice and peace, and we seek the courage 
and wisdom to heal the wounds of the past 
and build a better future story together.



And so we pray as Jesus taught us … 
May God’s kingdom, God’s 
ecosystem, and God’s beloved 
community  
come here and now  
in this land we share, 
And may God’s dreams come true 
here and now on earth, as in heaven. 
Amen.



Jesus’ core message
matthew 5



5:1 When Jesus saw the crowds, 
he went up the mountain; and 
after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 2 Then he began to 
speak, and taught them, saying:

Blessed are …



3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted.

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.



7 “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they will receive mercy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God.
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called children of 
God.



10 “Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people 
revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.



13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt 
has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for 
anything, but is thrown out and trampled 
under foot.

14 “You are the light of the world. A city 
built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one 
after lighting a lamp puts it under the 
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and 
it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the 
same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven.



in troubled times …
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(not) the lord’s prayer …

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. May we go to thy kingdom in heaven, 
where thy will is done, unlike on earth.



the lord’s prayer …

May your kingdom come 
and may your will* be done on earth,
as in heaven.

* desire, wish, dream



evacuation plan?

transformation plan?





O God, whose love 
makes us one family,

May all people know you 
as holy and good.

Now, here on earth may your 
commonwealth come.

On earth, as in heaven, may your 
dreams come true.



Give us today our bread for 
today.

Forgive us our wrongs as we 
forgive.

Lead us away from the perilous trial;

liberate us from the evil.



For the kingdom is yours and yours alone,

 the power is yours and yours alone, 

the glory is yours and yours alone,

Now and forever. Amen.



.Now, here on earth may your 
commonwealth come.

On earth, as in heaven, may your 
dreams come true.

Alleluia

Alleluia

Amen



Conventional View Emerging View

The Human
Situation: What
is the story that
we find
ourselves in?

God created the world as perfect,
but because our primal
ancestors, Adam and Eve, did
not maintain the absolute
perfection demanded by God,
God has irrevocably determined
that the entire universe and all it
contains will be destroyed, and
the souls of all human beings –
except for those specifically
exempted – will be forever
punished for their imperfection
in hell.1

God created the world as good, but
human beings – as individuals, and as
groups – have rebelled against God and
filled the world with evil and injustice
like a terrible disease. God wants to save
humanity and heal it from its sickness,
but humanity is hopelessly lost and
confused, like sheep without a shepherd,
wandering farther and farther into
lostness and danger. Left to themselves,
human beings will spiral downward in
sickness and evil.

Basic
Questions: What
questions did
Jesus come to
answer?

Since everyone is doomed to
hell, Jesus seeks to answer these
questions: how can individuals
be saved from eternal
punishment in hell and instead
go to heaven after they die? How
can God help individuals be
happy and successful until then?

Since the human race is in such desperate
trouble, Jesus seeks to answer this
question: what must be done about the
mess we’re in? The mess refers both to
the general human condition and its
specific outworking among his
contemporaries: living under domination
by the Roman empire, and divided into
various competing sects.

Jesus’ message:
How did Jesus
respond to the
crisis?

Jesus says, in essence, “If you
want to be among those
specifically qualified to escape
being forever punished for your
sins in hell, you must repent of
your individual sins and believe
that my Father punished me on
the cross so He won’t have to
punish you in hell. Only if you
believe this will you go to
heaven when everyone else is
banished to hell.”2 This is the
good news.

Jesus says, in essence, “Other people and
groups – including your own religious
leaders - are leading you farther and
farther astray. I have been sent by God
with this good news – that God loves
humanity, even in its lostness and sin.
God graciously invites everyone and
anyone to question and reject what they
have been told and instead follow a new
path. Trust me and become my disciple,
and you will be transformed, and you will
participate in the transformation of the
world, which is possible, beginning right
now.”3 This is the good news.

                                                
1 Of course, there are many modern western non-religious ontologies and framing stories too,
plus Eastern ontologies and framing stories – both religious and irreligious.
2 This reflects a Calvinistic Evangelical protestant version of the message. The popular Roman
Catholic version might say, “You must believe in the teachings of the church and follow its
instructions, especially those regarding sacraments.” The popular mainline or liberal Protestant


