
As we gather in this place …



We honor the original peoples of this land, and 
the lives they lived here for thousands of years:



the paleo-Indians, the Ais, the Jaega, the Tequesta, 
and the Seminoles.



We lament the injustice done to the original inhabitants by 
Spanish and American colonizers, and we lament all injustice 
that humans have done on this land in the centuries since, to 
this very day.



We seek to learn, lament, and cherish the 
unique story of this place - in war and peace, 
in disaster and resilience, in struggle and 
celebration, in sorrow and joy.

We honor the struggle of all people seeking 
justice and peace, and we seek the courage 
and wisdom to heal the wounds of the past 
and build a better future story together.



We are grateful for the beauty of this land … 
from the dunes, marshes, and surf of the 
Atlantic Coast to Lake Okeechobee, from the 
Indian River to the Everglades … for the 
streams and rivers that connect one region to 
another, for all the beautiful creatures that 
inhabit them.



Oh Creator, we lament how 
many species in our region 
have been pushed to the edge 
of extinction - and we pledge 
to protect all of your precious 
creatures, each known and 
loved by you … 

from the manatee to the scrub 
jay, 

from panther to the pine snake, 
from the gopher tortoise to the 

Miami blue butterfly.  



We thank you, Living 
God, for the 
Loxahatchee 
Watershed, our 
environmental address, 
and all the plants and 
animals with whom we 
share it as neighbors. 
We accept our 
responsibility to care for 
all its tributaries and 
estuaries, and to protect 
it from the harm that we 
humans are causing.



And so we pray as Jesus taught us … 
May God’s kingdom, God’s 
ecosystem, and God’s beloved 
community come here and now in this 
land we share, 
And may God’s dreams come true 
here and now on earth, as in heaven. 
Amen.


