
protocols for liturgy



As we gather in this place …



We honor the Native Peoples of this land, and the 
good lives they lived here for thousands of years:



the Karankawa, Caddo, Apache, Comanche, Wichita, 
Coahuiltecan, Neches, Tonkawa Tribes, Sub-tribes, 
Bands, and Nations.



We lament the injustice done to them by 
Spanish and American colonizers, and we 

lament all injustice that humans have done on 
this land in the centuries since, to this very day.



We seek to learn and cherish the unique 
story of this place - in war and peace, in 
disaster and resilience, in struggle and 
celebration, in regression and growth.

We honor the struggle of all people seeking 
justice and peace, and we seek the courage 
and wisdom to heal the wounds of the past 
and build a better future story together.



We are grateful for the beauty of this land … 
from the dunes, marshes, and beaches of the 
Gulf coast to the great plains of the north, 
from the basin and range province to the Rio 
Grande valley … for the streams and rivers 
that connect one region to another, for all the 
beautiful creatures that inhabit them.



Oh Creator, we lament how 
many species in our region 
have been pushed to the 
edge of extinction - and we 
pledge to protect all of your 
precious creatures, each 
known and loved by you … 

from the red wolf to the 
fountain daughter, 

from the horned lizard to 
the desert tortoise, 

from the golden warbler 
to the black lace cactus.  



We thank you, Living God, for the Trinity 
Watershed, our environmental address, and 
all the plants and animals with whom we 
share it as neighbors. 

We accept our responsibility to care for all 
its tributaries, beginning with the White 
Rock, Duck, and Mesquite Creeks, Turtle 
and Five-Mile Creeks, Hickory, Mustang, 
Fish, Tenmile, and Cottonwood Creeks … 
which flow into the Gulf of Mexico, which 
connects us to all the great oceans of the 
world.



And so we pray as Jesus taught us … 
May God’s kingdom, ecosystem, beloved 
community, and revolutionary love come 
here and now in this land we share, 
And may God’s dreams come true here and 
now on earth, as in heaven. 
Amen.




