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1. a narrative interpretation 
the descendants of european immigrants carry a 

partially hidden memory of their ancestors’ own 
immigration, and they project that story on others. 

‘we were violent and genocidal … so ‘they’ will be.” 

(domination narrative)



In Fourteen Hundred and Ninety-Two, Columbus sailed 
the ocean blue. 

In Fourteen Hundred and Fifty-Two, Pope Nicholas told 
European Christians what to do.



“…invade, search out, capture, vanquish, and 
subdue all Saracens and pagans whatsoever, and 
other enemies of Christ wheresoever placed, 
and the kingdoms, dukedoms, principalities, 
dominions, possessions, and all movable and 
immovable goods whatsoever held and 
possessed by them and to reduce their persons 
to perpetual slavery, and to apply and 
appropriate to himself and his successors the 
kingdoms, dukedoms, counties, principalities, 
dominions, possessions, and goods, and to 
convert them to his and their use and profit.” - 
Pope Nicolas V, Romanus Pontifex, 1452-4, 
Doctrine of Discovery



1495 
2nd Voyage Return Cargo: 1600 

male and female Taino slaves for 
Spain 

“It is possible, with the name 
of the Holy Trinity, to sell all 
the slaves which it is possible 
to sell … Here there are so many 
of these slaves … although they 
are living things they are as 
good as gold.” 



[W]e ask and require that you . . . acknowledge the Church as the 
ruler and superior of the whole world and the high priest called 
Pope and in his name the king and queen . . . our lords, in his 
place, as superiors and lords and kings of these islands and this 
mainland . . . , and that you consent and permit that these religious 
fathers declare and preach to you . . . . [I]f you do not do this or if 
you maliciously delay in doing it, I certify to you that with the 
help of God we shall forcefully enter into your country and shall 
make war against you in all ways and manners that we can, and 
shall submit you to the yoke and obedience of the Church and of 
their highnesses . . . , and we shall take away your goods and shall 
do to you all the harm and damage that we can, . . . and we protest 
that the deaths and losses that shall accrue from this are your fault . 
. . 

From the Spanish Requirimiento of 1513



Their reason for killing and 
destroying such an infinite number of 
souls is that the Christians have an 
ultimate aim, which is to acquire 
gold, and to swell themselves with 
riches in a very brief time and thus 
rise to a high estate disproportionate 
to their merits.



The Spanish have a perfect right to rule 
these barbarians of the New World and the 
adjacent islands, who in prudence, skill, 
virtues, and humanity are as inferior to the 
Spanish as children to adults, or women to 
men; for there exists between the two as 
great a difference as between savage and 
cruel races and the most merciful, between 
the most intemperate and the moderate and 
temperate, and, I might even say, between 
apes and men. 

- Juan Gines de Sepulveda



From this vantage point, Christianity has nothing – absolutely 
nothing – to teach Indigenous people about how to live in a 
good way on this land.  In fact, Christians have only 
demonstrated that there is something profoundly wrong with 
the cosmology and worldview behind more than five centuries 
of carnage—carnage that has yet to even slow down.  
Christians have so much negative history and dogma to 
overcome within their own tradition, I do not believe the 
religion is even salvageable.  The world is deep in the throes of 
an ecological crisis based in Western economies of hyper-
exploitation.  The planet will not survive another 500 years of 
Christian domination. 
- Waziyatawin, PhD, 2012







1. a narrative interpretation 
the descendants of european immigrants carry a 

partially hidden memory of their ancestors’ own 
immigration, and they project that story on others



2. a theological interpretation 
white Christians have internalized an election/

replacement theology. 
They intend to maintain their predestined hegemony, and 

they fear it will be used against them. 



election: being chosen for privilege  
Catholic v. Protestant: chosen by merit or by grace? 



3. a sociological interpretation 
elites often create conflict among the people whose land 

and labor they are exploiting.



colonizers - pitting indigenous nations against each 
other 

slaveholders - pitting poor whites against blacks 

british empire - pitting Ugandan tribes against each 
other 





1. a narrative response 
we must tell a more complete and accurate account of 

the story of american colonization. 

note biblical courage in exposing “our” failures and 
hypocrisy



2. a theological response 
we must articulate a better theology of election, rooted in 
the calling of Abraham, echoed in the oft-misunderstood 

“great commission” 



Genesis 12: 
Chosen for service … blessing, not replacement 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 

I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless 

those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; 
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”[a] 

[a] Genesis 12:3 Or by you all the families of the earth shall 
bless themselves



3. a sociological response 
we need to restore a healthy suspicion of and political 

answer to consolidation of power and wealth, and invite 
elites an escape route, to seek the common good - to 

participate in mutual liberation.



Ah, you who join house to house, 
    who add field to field, 

until there is room for no one but you, 
    and you are left to live alone 

    in the midst of the land! 
9 The Lord of hosts has sworn in my hearing: 

Surely many houses shall be desolate, 
    large and beautiful houses, without inhabitant. 

(Isaiah 5)



Come now, you rich people, weep and wail for the 
miseries that are coming to you. 2 Your riches have rotted, 

and your clothes are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver 
have rusted, and their rust will be evidence against you, 

and it will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure 
for the last days. 4 Listen! The wages of the laborers who 

mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out, 
and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of 
the Lord of hosts. 5 You have lived on the earth in luxury 

and in pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of 
slaughter. 6 You have condemned and murdered the 

righteous one, who does not resist you. 

(James 5)




