
which way from here?
a call to adventure



which way from here?
here - a place with a history



We honor the ancient inhabitants of this land, the Native 
Peoples of the Mid-Atlantic, and the good lives they 
lived here for many, many centuries: The Accohannock, 
Susquehannock, Nanticoke, Tutelo, Saponi, Powhatan 
Lenape, Assateague, Piscataway, Nause-Waiwash, and  
Pocomoke Tribes, Sub-tribes, Bands, and Nations.



We lament the injustice done to them by 
the American colonizers, and we lament all 

injustice that humans have done on this 
land in the centuries since, to this very day.



We seek to learn and cherish this unique 
story of this place - in war and peace, in 
disaster and resilience, in struggle and 
celebration, in regression and growth.

We honor the struggle of all people seeking 
justice and peace, and we seek the courage 
and wisdom to heal the wounds of the past 
and build a better future together.



We are grateful for the beauty of this land … 
from the Atlantic beaches to the Chesapeake 
Bay, from our forested western mountains to 
our fertile eastern estuaries … for the streams 
and rivers that connect them, for all the 
beautiful creatures that inhabit them.



And so we pray … 
May God’s kingdom, ecosystem, beloved 
community, and revolutionary love come 
here and now in this land we share, 
And may God’s dreams come true here and 
now on earth, as in heaven. 
Amen.





which way from here?
here - a moment in time



A tourist was lost in the Irish countryside. He 
pulled over to ask a farmer working behind a 
stacked stone fence. He rolled down his window 
and asked, “Excuse me - I need directions. Can 
you help me?” 

“Where would you be going?” the farmer replied. 

“I’m trying to get to Tipperary.” 

“Oh,” the farmer replied, “if I were trying to get 
there … “



“… I wouldn’t start 
from here!”



Here we are … 

as a planet, as a nation. 

as individuals, as families. 

as congregations. 

How would you define here? 

What does it mean to start from here? 



a prayer from the Corrymeela Community in Ireland 
a prayer in times of change (1/3) 

God of Yesterday, 
we knew you then; 
your promises; your words; 
your walking among us. 
But yesterday is gone. 
And so, today, we are in need of change. 
Change and change us. 
Help us see life now 
not through yesterday’s stories alone, 
but also through today’s.  
Amen.



God of Endings, 
What we thought would not have end 
Has ended. 
And we find ourselves here 
wondering where we are 
and how we got here 
and where to go from here. 
Be with us, here, at the end. 
Help us to place our feet on this ground, 
help us lick our wounds, 
help us look up and around.  
Help us believe the story of today 
because you know all 
about the endings of today. 
And you are not afraid. 
Amen.



Changing God, 
You changed your mind. 
And we, too, change our minds 
about you. 
We want to change  
toward 
the better. 
Change with us 
because we know  
you want to. 
Amen.





which way from here?
a call to adventure













which adventure?
the adventure of denial, repetition, & routine 
the adventure of nostalgia, blame, & resentment 
the adventure of surrender, aging, & extinction 



which adventure?
the adventure of denial, repetition, & routine 
the adventure of nostalgia, blame, & resentment 
the adventure of surrender, aging, & extinction 
the adventure of honesty, opportunity, & creativity 



the adventure of honesty: the future will differ 
significantly from the past and present. And that’s 
OK. 

the adventure of opportunity: if things were going 
better, we’d change less. do we love our wineskins 
or our wine? 

the adventure of creativity: what if God is creating 
something new in and through us? what if we are 
God’s creative partners? what if God is more in the 
future (beckoning us forward) and present 
(empowering, guiding, inspiring) than in the past 
(frowning, scolding, threatening)? 

if that sounds scary …





Paul Tournier, “The Adventure of Living” 

We live for adventure. 





Why do I love this? 
mosquitoes, alligators, sunburn, sweat, danger, 
expense, exertion, failure, mistakes … no pay! 





Paul Tournier, “The Adventure of Living” 

We live for adventure. 

A love of facing fear … 
A love of risking failure … 



G.K. Chesterton, “An adventure is only an 
inconvenience rightly considered. An 
inconvenience is only an adventure wrongly 
considered.”



Adventure happens in the experience of being in 
between-between the time we leave home and 
arrive at our destination; between the time we 
leave adolescence and arrive at adulthood; 
between the time we leave doubt and arrive at 
faith. It is like the time when a trapeze artist lets 
go the bars and hangs in midair, ready to catch 
another support: it is a time of danger, of 
expectation, of uncertainty, of excitement, or 
extraordinary aliveness. 

Where there is no longer any opportunity for 
doubt, there is no longer any opportunity for faith 
either.



What are you in between? 
personally? 

congregationally?



“A most important observation must, however, be 
made at this point, and that is that a distinction is 
to be made between quality adventure and 
quantity adventure. In capitalist countries financial 
success is still, if not a truly satisfying adventure, 
at least a symbol of adventure. There are of 
course other quantity adventures aside from those 
of money, gambling or dope. There is, for 
example, that of frenzied activity. It is obvious that 
for many people these days the whirl of activities 
with which they fill their lives is a compensation for 
a profound dissatisfaction in regard to the quality 
of life they are living.” 
 



“Our actual lives rarely suffice to assuage our thirst for 
adventure. Fortunately we can all supply the want by using 
our imaginations. The dullest and most humdrum life can be 
enlivened by imagined pleasures… Those who are lacking 
in imagination of their own can always use that of other 
people. There is no shortage of novels to read… The same 
mechanism of identification makes it possible in the cinema, 
through the radio or television, or at a circus to procure 
cheaply the feeling of taking part in an adventure. This is the 
case, too, with ‘sportsmen’ who come back from a football 
match proudly proclaiming ‘We won!’ although they 
personally have done nothing but applaud the winners… 
That the need for adventure lies behind the passion for 
gambling hardly needs mention. A habit that is quite as 
difficult to cure as gambling is that of drug-taking, in all its 
various forms. This too can be regarded as an expression of 
the instinct for adventure…”



Here … 

this time 
this place 

is an opportunity for a grand adventure.







THE GREAT
SPIRITUAL
M I G R AT I ON



what’s the point? 

of church? 

of Christianity?



Complete this sentence in at 
least 5 different ways that you 
see some people agreeing with: 

The primary purpose of the 
Christian faith is to …



what’s the point? 

of church? 

of Christianity?

get souls to heaven after death. 

perpetuate a system of beliefs. 

keep clergy employed & buildings open. 

support politicians/ideologies/nation-
states 

preserve a culture/ethnicity



a proposed adventure: 

the primary purpose of the 
Christian faith is to teach the 

way of life embodied and 
taught by its founder. 



A spiritual migration 

 
from system of beliefs to way of life



What is the Christian 

way of life? 



What is the one greatest 
commandment? 

“You shall have the correct 
beliefs system!” 

(not)



What is the one greatest 
commandment? 

Love … 

and the second is equally 
important …



Jesus  

Paul 

John 

James



Imagine making this promise to the people of 
your community (around your congregation): 

If you are willing, we will help you, your 
friends, and your children become 

the most loving version of yourselves 
you can be. 

What might happen?



Religious Beliefs & Scientific Facts 

Facts and “Method”



a 
cigarette 

a day?



Scientists are more loyal to their method than 
their facts. 

To what are we more loyal than our beliefs?



Method = “Way” 

our method/way is  

a life of love. 



Love 101: 

neighbor 

stranger 

outsider/outcast 

enemy 



Love 201: 

self 

not selfish 

not self-hating 



Love 301: 

the earth 

all creation 

for neighbors & self 

for God’s sake 



Love 401: 

God 



People who are learning to love their neighbors, themselves and the 
earth will not find it hard to learn to love God, because God will not be 
for them a doctrine or theory separate from or inconsistent with what 
they already love. Rather, in their experience of love for neighbor, self 
and creation, they will already have experienced God, because, as 
Richard Rohr says, ‘God is an event of communion.’11 They will 
already have come, as the Quakers say, to love and reverence ‘that of 
God in every one’. So in Love 401, people learn to recognize and love 
the familiar light they see radiant in everything they already love. They 
learn to inhabit God as the loving reality in which they ‘live and move 
and have their being’, the all-encompassing ‘event of communion’ in 
which they have experienced countless events of communion. Each 
experience of love itself, they will realize, has been an experience of 
God, for, as John said in the New Testament, ‘Love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God … for God is love’ 
(1 John 4:7–8).



Yes, loving a distant and theoretical God who must be 
approached through complex belief systems can indeed be tough – 
even exhausting, mentally and emotionally. But loving the God 
who is experienced in love for neighbor, self and creation comes 
as naturally as breathing. A character from Dostoevsky’s The 
Brothers Karamazov captures it perfectly:



Love all of God’s creation, both the whole of it 
and every grain of sand. Love every leaf, every 
ray of God’s light. Love animals, love plants, 
love each thing. If you love each thing, you will 
perceive the mystery of God in things. Once 
you have perceived it, you will begin tirelessly 
to perceive more and more of it every day. And 
you will come at last to love the whole world 
with an entire, universal love.



creation people

self

God

know

knowlove

love

LOVE 
CYCLE

know

love

know
love

Love can only begin from knowing God, as love comes from God. As we live out the mandate of loving others, self and creation,  
we must continue to know, in order to love better. This is a cycle, not a linear process. As we go through the outer circle, we are  
learning to love God. It is ONLY through loving people, self and creation that we are able to love God in a real way. As you continue 
to go through the love cycle, the breadth and depth of your capacity to love increases.







a prayer from the Corrymeela Community in Ireland 
a prayer in times of change (1/3) 

God of Yesterday, 
we knew you then; 
your promises; your words; 
your walking among us. 
But yesterday is gone. 
And so, today, we are in need of change. 
Change and change us. 
Help us see life now 
not through yesterday’s stories alone, 
but also through today’s.  
Amen.



God of Endings, 
What we thought would not have end 
Has ended. 
And we find ourselves here 
wondering where we are 
and how we got here 
and where to go from here. 
Be with us, here, at the end. 
Help us to place our feet on this ground, 
help us lick our wounds, 
help us look up and around.  
Help us believe the story of today 
because you know all 
about the endings of today. 
And you are not afraid. 
Amen.



Changing God, 
You changed your mind. 
And we, too, change our minds 
about you. 
We want to change  
toward 
the better. 
Change with us 
because we know  
you want to. 
Amen.







which way from here?
your church as a school of revolutionary love



slides will be available -  
brianmclaren.net 

let’s stay in touch!

http://brianmclaren.net


Making theHouse Ready for the Lord 
Mary Oliver 

Dear Lord, I have swept and I have washed but 
Still nothing is as shining as it should be 

for you.  Under the sink, for example, is an 
uproar of mice—it is the season of their 

many children.  What shall I do?  And under the eaves 
and through the walls the squirrels 

have gnawed their ragged entrances—but it is the season 
when they need shelter, so what shall I do?  And 

the raccoon limps into the kitchen and opens the cupboard 
while the dog snores, the cat hugs the pillow; 

what shall I do?  Beautiful is the new snow falling 
in the yard and the fox who is staring boldly 

up the path, to the door.  And still I believe you will 
come, Lord: you will, when I speak to the fox 

the sparrow, the lost dog, the shivering sea-goose, know 
that really I am speaking to you whenever I say, 

as I do all morning and afternoon:  Come in, Come in.



revolutionary love =  
love beyond



revolutionary love =  
love beyond 

lutheran charisms? 

1. “we worship 150” - focus on worship. 
(who?) 

2. the Word - a mystical/spiritual/ experiential 
reality: God’s creative word 

3. grace (not works) - saving grace = 
liberating grace



system of beliefs

way of life/
way of love



creation people

self

God

know

knowlove

love

LOVE 
CYCLE

know

love

know
love

Love can only begin from knowing God, as love comes from God. As we live out the mandate of loving others, self and creation,  
we must continue to know, in order to love better. This is a cycle, not a linear process. As we go through the outer circle, we are  
learning to love God. It is ONLY through loving people, self and creation that we are able to love God in a real way. As you continue 
to go through the love cycle, the breadth and depth of your capacity to love increases.



a story about learning revolutionary love









81







84





86





a story about learning how to love (1) 

a leader with a vision and commitment 
a small community of practice 
growing experiments 
repeated invitations 
room for growth 
joy/meaning in the work itself (amateurs 
supported by professionals) 



a story about learning how to love (2) 

invitation 
exposure to models 
experience 
relationships 
reflection 
more challenging experience 
training 
celebration/consecration 

repetition



love and liturgy 

love and doctrine 

love and buildings 

love and clergy 

love and seminary 

love and budgets 

love and mission 

love and polity 

love and politics



critical choices: 

1. hospital and/or teaching hospital and/or public 
health college? 

2. worship # or deployment #? 

3. pastor of the congregation or from the congregation 
to the community? 

4. who needs what kind of love training most? parents, 
teenagers, young singles, elderly, employers, civil 
servants? 



love and liturgy 

love and doctrine 

love and buildings 

love and clergy 

love and seminary 

love and budgets 

love and mission 

love and polity 

love and politics

if w
e c

hoose t
he a

dventure o
f 

rev
olutionary

 love - 
every

thing will 

change!

critical choices: 

1. hospital and/or teaching hospital and/or public 
health college? 

2. worship # or deployment #? 

3. pastor of the congregation or from the congregation 
to the community? 

4. who needs what kind of love training most? parents, 
teenagers, young singles, elderly, employers, civil 
servants? 





a prayer from the Corrymeela Community in Ireland 
prayer for a new name (1/2) 

Genesis 16:13 
God of Hagar, 
When Hagar was exiled in the desert 
she met you 
and gave you a name: 
the Living One 
Who Sees Me. 

We have walked far, 
and seen many things 
and now, 
because of what we have seen 
because of where we are going 
because of where we are 
we give this new name now.



a prayer from the Corrymeela Community in Ireland 
prayer for a new name (2/2) 

Genesis 16:13 
We do not destroy past names, 
because they have brought us here. 

We celebrate the new name 
that will bring us on. 

Because you are known by many names - 
names which bring us on. 

Amen.



what new name will you give God today?



a benediction for these times



A Benediction for these times:
May God bless you with a restless discomfort about easy 
answers, half-truths and superficial relationships, so that you 
may seek truth boldly and love deep within your heart.

May God bless you with a holy anger toward injustice, 
oppression, and exploitation of people, so that you may tirelessly 
work for justice, freedom, and peace among all people.

May God bless you with the gift of tears to shed with those who 
suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, or the loss of all that they 
cherish, so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them 
and transform their pain into joy.

May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you 
really can make a difference in this world, so that you are able, 
with God’s grace, to do what others claim cannot be done.

— A Benedictine Prayer


