
where hope meets history … 

celebrating 300 years! 
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a guest on NPR 
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a religion will be … 
what its adherents make of it. 
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a congregation will be … 
what its adherents make of it. 
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Today, millions of us—Catholics, 
Evangelicals, mainline Protestants, and 
Orthodox Christians—share something 
that we seldom verbalize: we’re worried 
that the “brand” of Christianity has been 

so compromised that many of us are 
barely able to use the label anymore

Our religions often stand for the very 
opposite of what our founders stood for.





A spiritual migration 

 
from system of beliefs to way of life/

way of love



Love as a tyrannical force: 

love your friend; hate your enemy. 

love your neighbor; hate the other. 

love your fellow citizen; hate the alien. 

love your kind; hate other kinds. 

revolutionary love: love beyond



Love as a revolutionary force: 

beyond your friend, love your enemy. 

beyond your neighbor, love the other. 

beyond your fellow citizen, love the alien, 
immigrant, refugee 

beyond your kind, love humankind 

revolutionary love: love beyond



Love as a revolutionary force: 

Love not because of who they are … 

but because of who you are, 

because of who God is.



A school of revolutionary love 

A curriculum of revolutionary love 

Models of revolutionary love  

Apprentices of revolutionary love



Love 101: Love your neighbor 
(stranger, alien, other, outsider, 
outcast, enemy) 

Love 201: Love yourself 

Love 301: Love the earth 

Love 401: Love God



People who are learning to love their neighbors, themselves and the 
earth will not find it hard to learn to love God, because God will not 
be for them a doctrine or theory separate from or inconsistent with 
what they already love. Rather, in their experience of love for 
neighbor, self and creation, they will already have experienced God, 
because, as Richard Rohr says, ‘God is an event of communion.’11 
They will already have come, as the Quakers say, to love and 
reverence ‘that of God in every one’. So in Love 401, people learn to 
recognize and love the familiar light they see radiant in everything 
they already love. They learn to inhabit God as the loving reality in 
which they ‘live and move and have their being’, the all-
encompassing ‘event of communion’ in which they have experienced 
countless events of communion. Each experience of love itself, they 
will realize, has been an experience of God, for, as John said in the 
New Testament, ‘Love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God … for God is love’ (1 John 4:7–8).



Yes, loving a distant and theoretical God who must be 
approached through complex belief systems can indeed be 
tough – even exhausting, mentally and emotionally. But loving 
the God who is experienced in love for neighbor, self and 
creation comes as naturally as breathing. A character from 
Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov captures it perfectly:



Love all of God’s creation, both the whole of 
it and every grain of sand. Love every leaf, 
every ray of God’s light. Love animals, love 
plants, love each thing. If you love each thing, 
you will perceive the mystery of God in 
things. Once you have perceived it, you will 
begin tirelessly to perceive more and more of 
it every day. And you will come at last to love 
the whole world with an entire, universal love.
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Love can only begin from knowing God, as love comes from God. As we live out the mandate of loving others, self and creation,  
we must continue to know, in order to love better. This is a cycle, not a linear process. As we go through the outer circle, we are  
learning to love God. It is ONLY through loving people, self and creation that we are able to love God in a real way. As you continue 
to go through the love cycle, the breadth and depth of your capacity to love increases.



a case in point: 

system of beliefs … 

Bible as inerrant constitution (Paper infallibility) 

Sexual identity, sexual behavior 

“Pick up the stones” - “The law says” 

Primary rejection - secondary - tertiary 



Bible is a story, conversation, argument … 

Law leads to … 

Wisdom, which leads to … 

Love … 

of neighbor, self, earth, and God 





A theological migration: 

from violent Supreme Being 

to nonviolent Holy Spirit/Spirit of 
Christ 



In Fourteen Hundred and Ninety-Two, Columbus sailed 
the ocean blue. 

In Fourteen Hundred and Fifty-Two, Pope Nicholas told 
European Christians what to do.



“…invade, search out, capture, vanquish, and 
subdue all Saracens and pagans whatsoever, 
and other enemies of Christ wheresoever 
placed, and the kingdoms, dukedoms, 
principalities, dominions, possessions, and all 
movable and immovable goods whatsoever 
held and possessed by them and to reduce 
their persons to perpetual slavery, and to 
apply and appropriate to himself and his 
successors the kingdoms, dukedoms, 
counties, principalities, dominions, 
possessions, and goods, and to convert them 
to his and their use and profit.” - Pope 
Nicolas V, Romanus Pontifex, 1452-4, 
Doctrine of Discovery



[W]e ask and require that you . . . acknowledge the Church as the 
ruler and superior of the whole world and the high priest called 
Pope and in his name the king and queen . . . our lords, in his 
place, as superiors and lords and kings of these islands and this 
mainland . . . , and that you consent and permit that these religious 
fathers declare and preach to you . . . . [I]f you do not do this or if 
you maliciously delay in doing it, I certify to you that with the 
help of God we shall forcefully enter into your country and shall 
make war against you in all ways and manners that we can, and 
shall submit you to the yoke and obedience of the Church and of 
their highnesses . . . , and we shall take away your goods and shall 
do to you all the harm and damage that we can, . . . and we protest 
that the deaths and losses that shall accrue from this are your 
fault . . . 

From the Spanish Requirimiento of 1513



With my own eyes I saw Spaniards cut off the 
nose and ears of Indians, male and female, 
without provocation, merely because it pleased 
them to do it. ...Likewise, I saw how they 
summoned the caciques and the chief rulers to 
come, assuring them safety, and when they 
peacefully came, they were taken captive and 
burned.... They laid bets as to who, with one 
stroke of the sword, could split a man in two or 
could cut off his head or spill out his entrails 
with a single stroke of the pike.... They attacked 
the towns and spared neither the children nor 
the aged nor pregnant women nor women in 
childbed, not only stabbing them and 
dismembering them but cutting them to pieces 
as if dealing with sheep in the slaughter house. 



They took infants from their mothers' breasts, 
snatching them by the legs and pitching them 
headfirst against the crags or snatched them by 
the arms and threw them into the rivers, roaring 
with laughter and saying as the babies fell into 
the water, "Boil there, you offspring of the 
devil! ... They made some low wide gallows on 
which the hanged victim's feet almost touched 
the ground, stringing up their victims in lots of 
thirteen, in memory of Our Redeemer and His 
twelve Apostles, then set burning wood at their 
feet and thus burned them alive. 



Their reason for killing and 
destroying such an infinite number 
of souls is that the Christians have 
an ultimate aim, which is to acquire 
gold, and to swell themselves with 
riches in a very brief time and thus 
rise to a high estate disproportionate 
to their merits.



From this vantage point, Christianity has nothing – absolutely 
nothing – to teach Indigenous people about how to live in a 
good way on this land.  In fact, Christians have only 
demonstrated that there is something profoundly wrong with 
the cosmology and worldview behind more than five 
centuries of carnage—carnage that has yet to even slow 
down.  Christians have so much negative history and dogma 
to overcome within their own tradition, I do not believe the 
religion is even salvageable.  The world is deep in the throes 
of an ecological crisis based in Western economies of hyper-
exploitation.  The planet will not survive another 500 years of 
Christian domination. 
- Waziyatawin, PhD, 2012
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good way on this land.  In fact, Christians have only 
demonstrated that there is something profoundly wrong with 
the cosmology and worldview behind more than five 
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How to Read the Bible:
6 Options

(beyond liberal and conservative)



Literal: 
Like a newspaper, science text, or work of nonfiction - 
attempting to tell objective, literal, observable, scientific 
facts.

Literary: 
Like a poem, novel, journal, or movie - attempting to 

convey meaningful, mysterious, multi-faceted beauty and 
truth.



Post-Critical/Integral: 
Seen as a whole, with internal tensions, with potential for 

instruction, inspiration, even revelation.

Innocent:
Taken at face value. Unquestioned. Univocal. Treated as divine, 
transcendent, incorrigible, or absolute.

 

Critical: 
Questioned. Tested. Scrutinized. Evaluated. Treated as human, situated, 

constructed, and interpreted.



Literal                                               Literary

5. Integral Literal 6. Integral Literary

3. Critical Literal 4. Critical Literary

1. Innocent Literal 2. Innocent Literary
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5. Integral Literal 6. Integral Literary
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Faithful



Option 1: Innocent Literal

The Bible is a divine text, akin to a

Textbook
Instruction manual

Objective historical account
Audit report
Constitution

that states simple & clear facts about the universe and 
God.



Option 2: Innocent Literary

The Bible is a collection of literary artifacts, akin to ...

an anthology of moralistic fables
a collection of magic chants or mantras

a source of inspiring stories and quotations

through which we may gain personal inspiration, personal 
guidance, and/or experiences of mystical revelation.



Option 3: Critical Literal

The Bible is a human text, akin to
a collection of myths

a collection of folk tales
a collection of propaganda

a collection of misinformation

that contains many falsehoods and disprovable assertions, along 
with a window into the minds of original authors and audiences.



Option 4: Critical Literary

The Bible is a collection of human literary artifacts, akin to 

a museum 
an heirloom quilt

a family scrapbook or photo album
a refrigerator door or classroom bulletin board

a specialized library

through which we may gain personal inspiration, personal 
guidance, and/or experiences of mystical revelation, along with 
insight into the cultures that produced them.



Option 5: Integral Literal

The Bible is a collection of human literary artifacts, akin to ...

a museum 
an heirloom quilt

a family scrapbook or photo album
a refrigerator door or classroom bulletin board

a specialized library

through which we may learn facts about the views of original 
authors and audiences, and which may provide a mirror to 

better understand ourselves.



Option 6: Integral Literary

The Bible is a collection of human literary artifacts, akin to 

a museum 
an heirloom quilt

a family scrapbook or photo album
a specialized library

through which we can gain vital wisdom and through 
which God can speak to us today.



BEYOND VIOLENCE …

all our language and imagery for God:

King (Dictator?)
Lord (Warlord?)
Healer (anti-medicine?)
Father (Patriarchy?)

Designer
In Control





A missional migration: 

from organized religion (for self-protection) 

to religion organizing for the common good 

(institutions and movements in romance, 
forming & deploying spiritual activists)



Organizing for what purposes?

1. Love for all people (no exceptions)
2. Love for the planet
3. Love for the poor  
4. Love for peace

A joyful learning community eager to 
live and share the peaceable way of 

Jesus.



a resurgence of 
21st Century white “Christian” nationalism …

racist/ruling class
nationalist
fundamentalist
right wing
capitalist

Remember: extremists mirror their opposites 
(internationalist, relativist, left-wing communist)





q & r 





There is so much right with Christianity. Sunday by 
Sunday, caring ministers prepare sermons into which 
they pour their hearts. Week by week they care for their 
flock, visiting the sick, honoring the dead, welcoming 
new life, nurturing those in need of counsel, challenge, 
recovery, or encouragement. Church musicians 
practice and prepare a weekly feast of beauty. Faithful 
people show up and generously show kindness to one 
another, from sharing after-church coffee and baked 
goods to preparing epic potluck dinners to cooking 
nourishing meals for the hungry and lonely. Hospitality 
abounds. Mission flows. People give money, year after 
year, so staff are supported, buildings are constructed 
and maintained, and the good news is spread in word 
and deed.



There is so much right with the world. The sun faithfully 
does its work, bathing us in life-sustaining energy. The 
moon faithfully does its work, lifting tides and letting 
them fall, and no one worries it will fail. Water faithfully 
does its work, the lifeblood of our planet, circulating 
from cloud to rain to stream to river to sea to cloud. 
Creatures do their work as well, filling the earth with life 
and song, sharing the gift of life through death and 
birth, through nesting and migration, through pollination 
and germination, each specimen a living miracle if we 
have eyes to see. Your body, a civilization of cells more 
sophisticated than any megacity, works amazingly well 
amazingly often, your heart beating, your lungs 
breathing, your eyes seeing, your mind aware.



There is so much right in humanity. Children play. Adolescents 
fall in love. Young couples marry. Lovers entangle their limbs, 
breath, and dreams. Babies are conceived and born and 
nurtured, through their smiles and cries teaching their parents to 
love in ways they never knew they were capable of. Friends 
laugh, plan adventures, throw parties, stick together, weep at 
gravesides after a lifetime of shared joy. Farmers grow, 
harvesters pick, transporters transport, grocers distribute, and 
meals of unimaginable variety and delight are prepared and 
eaten. Entrepreneurs plan and launch new ventures. Colleagues 
work side by side as managers seek to steer their companies 
toward success. Researchers seek cures, discoveries, solutions, 
understanding. Teachers teach and children catch the gift of 
curiosity. People are honest. They make promises they keep. 
People take vacations. They watch the surf, ride horses, cast 
lines, take hikes, swim, ski, bike, sail, and slow down so they can 
remember they are alive. Grandparents and elders watch all this, 
their eyes brimming with tears of joy.



There is so much right in the church, in the world, 
in humanity. There is so much good. And so much 
beauty. When we see it, even a tiny glimmer of 
how precious it is, our hearts swell in gratitude 
and awe.

And we feel in those moments why it matters for 
forward-leaning Christians to embark on this great 
spiritual migration: to support the wild goodness, 
rightness, beauty, and aliveness that surround us 
so that they can ever grow, ever thrive, ever 
diversify and deepen.





brianmclaren.net

http://brianmclaren.net
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