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Note: Learning Circle leaders can use some or all of the recommended texts, but the text(s) 
referenced most directly in the chapter should most definitely be read. Here are some ways to 
make lengthy readings most memorable for participants:

1. Provide a text for each participant, either by supplying a physical copy or projecting a 
digital version. Have the group read the texts aloud in unison.
2. Or divide the group into two sections and have each section alternate reading a 
paragraph in unison.
3. Involve children in reading the texts whenever possible.
4. Identify some members who can learn to “perform” the text. See Network of Biblical 
Storytellers for guidance in this art: http://www.nbsint.org.
5. Have participants read the texts at home before gathering. A group leader may even 
divide the texts into five or six daily passages and send them to participants via email or 
other social media. Participants could take notes and write down questions or reactions to 
the passages to bring to the gathering.

For more resources related to We Make the Road by Walking, see www.brianmclaren.net.

Part 1: Alive in the Story of Creation
1. Awe and Wonder
Genesis 1:1-2:3
Psalm 19:1-4
Matthew 6:25-34

Genesis 1:1-2:3

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

 And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from 
the waters.’ So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the 
waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day.

http://www.nbsint.org
http://www.nbsint.org


 And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 
land appear.’ And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed 
in it.’ And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and 
trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the third day.

 And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and 
let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of 
the sky to give light upon the earth.’ And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater 
light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fourth day.

 And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the dome of the sky.’ So God created the great sea monsters and every living 
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’ And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fifth day.

 And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things 
and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And it was so. God made the wild animals of the 
earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good.

 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over 
all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 
So God created humankind in his image,
   in the image of God he created them;
   male and female he created them. 
God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 
it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living 
thing that moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that 
is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for 
food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps 
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And 
it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.



Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day 
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that 
he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all 
the work that he had done in creation.

Psalm 19

To the leader. A Psalm of David.
The heavens are telling the glory of God;
   and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
Day to day pours forth speech,
   and night to night declares knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words;
   their voice is not heard; 
yet their voice goes out through all the earth,
   and their words to the end of the world. 

In the heavens* he has set a tent for the sun, 
5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy,
   and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens,
   and its circuit to the end of them;
   and nothing is hidden from its heat. 

7 The law of the Lord is perfect,
   reviving the soul;
the decrees of the Lord are sure,
   making wise the simple; 
8 the precepts of the Lord are right,
   rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear,
   enlightening the eyes; 
9 the fear of the Lord is pure,
   enduring for ever;
the ordinances of the Lord are true
   and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold,
   even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey,
   and drippings of the honeycomb. 



11 Moreover by them is your servant warned;
   in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 But who can detect their errors?
   Clear me from hidden faults. 
13 Keep back your servant also from the insolent;*

   do not let them have dominion over me.
Then I shall be blameless,
   and innocent of great transgression. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
   be acceptable to you,
   O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

Matthew 6:25-34

 ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or 
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in 
all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which 
is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of 
little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or 
“What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your 
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

 ‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is 
enough for today.

2.Being Human
Genesis 2:4 - 25
Psalm 8
Mark 3:1-6

Genesis 2:4 - 25



In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the field was yet 
in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to 
rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; but a stream would rise from the 
earth, and water the whole face of the ground— then the Lord God formed man from the dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being. 
And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had 
formed. Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and 
good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil.

 A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it divides and becomes four 
branches. The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that flows around the whole land of 
Havilah, where there is gold; and the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are 
there. The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that flows around the whole land of 
Cush. The name of the third river is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is 
the Euphrates.

 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the Lord 
God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’

 Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper 
as his partner.’ So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every 
bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the 
man called each living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the 
birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as 
his partner. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took 
one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from 
the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said,
‘This at last is bone of my bones
   and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,
   for out of Man this one was taken.’ 
Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one 
flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.

Psalm 8

O Lord, our Sovereign,
   how majestic is your name in all the earth! 



You have set your glory above the heavens. 
   Out of the mouths of babes and infants
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,
   to silence the enemy and the avenger. 

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
   the moon and the stars that you have established; 
what are human beings that you are mindful of them,
   mortals that you care for them? 

Yet you have made them a little lower than God,
   and crowned them with glory and honour. 
You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;
   you have put all things under their feet, 
all sheep and oxen,
   and also the beasts of the field, 
the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
   whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

O Lord, our Sovereign,
   how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Mark 3:1-6

Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. They watched 
him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they might accuse him. And he said 
to the man who had the withered hand, ‘Come forward.’ Then he said to them, ‘Is it lawful to do 
good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?’ But they were silent. He looked around 
at them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness of heart and said to the man, ‘Stretch out 
your hand.’ He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The Pharisees went out and 
immediately conspired with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him. 

3. A World of Meaning
Psalm 145:1-16
Proverbs 8:1-36
John 1:1-17



Psalm 145

I will extol you, my God and King,
   and bless your name for ever and ever. 
Every day I will bless you,
   and praise your name for ever and ever. 
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
   his greatness is unsearchable. 

One generation shall laud your works to another,
   and shall declare your mighty acts. 
On the glorious splendour of your majesty,
   and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed,
   and I will declare your greatness. 
They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness,
   and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 

The Lord is gracious and merciful,
   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
The Lord is good to all,
   and his compassion is over all that he has made. 

All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,
   and all your faithful shall bless you. 
They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,
   and tell of your power, 
to make known to all people your mighty deeds,
   and the glorious splendour of your kingdom. 
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
   and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

The Lord is faithful in all his words,
   and gracious in all his deeds. 
The Lord upholds all who are falling,
   and raises up all who are bowed down. 
The eyes of all look to you,
   and you give them their food in due season. 



You open your hand,
   satisfying the desire of every living thing.

Proverbs 8:1-36

Does not wisdom call,
   and does not understanding raise her voice? 
On the heights, beside the way,
   at the crossroads she takes her stand; 
beside the gates in front of the town,
   at the entrance of the portals she cries out: 
‘To you, O people, I call,
   and my cry is to all that live. 
O simple ones, learn prudence;
   acquire intelligence, you who lack it. 
Hear, for I will speak noble things,
   and from my lips will come what is right; 
for my mouth will utter truth;
   wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 
All the words of my mouth are righteous;
   there is nothing twisted or crooked in them. 
They are all straight to one who understands
   and right to those who find knowledge. 
Take my instruction instead of silver,
   and knowledge rather than choice gold; 
for wisdom is better than jewels,
   and all that you may desire cannot compare with her. 
I, wisdom, live with prudence,
   and I attain knowledge and discretion. 
The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil.
Pride and arrogance and the way of evil
   and perverted speech I hate. 
I have good advice and sound wisdom;
   I have insight, I have strength. 
By me kings reign,
   and rulers decree what is just; 
by me rulers rule,
   and nobles, all who govern rightly. 
I love those who love me,
   and those who seek me diligently find me. 
Riches and honour are with me,
   enduring wealth and prosperity. 
My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold,



   and my yield than choice silver. 
I walk in the way of righteousness,
   along the paths of justice, 
endowing with wealth those who love me,
   and filling their treasuries.

Wisdom’s Part in Creation

The Lord created me at the beginning of his work,
   the first of his acts of long ago. 
Ages ago I was set up,
   at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 
When there were no depths I was brought forth,
   when there were no springs abounding with water. 
Before the mountains had been shaped,
   before the hills, I was brought forth— 
when he had not yet made earth and fields,
   or the world’s first bits of soil. 
When he established the heavens, I was there,
   when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 
when he made firm the skies above,
   when he established the fountains of the deep, 
when he assigned to the sea its limit,
   so that the waters might not transgress his command,
when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 
   then I was beside him, like a master worker;
and I was daily his delight,
   rejoicing before him always, 
rejoicing in his inhabited world
   and delighting in the human race. 

‘And now, my children, listen to me:
   happy are those who keep my ways. 
Hear instruction and be wise,
   and do not neglect it. 
Happy is the one who listens to me,
   watching daily at my gates,
   waiting beside my doors. 
For whoever finds me finds life
   and obtains favour from the Lord; 



but those who miss me injure themselves;
   all who hate me love death.’ 

John 1:1-17

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of 
whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) From 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

4. The Drama of Desire
Genesis 3:1-13
Psalm 32
Philippians 2:3-11

Genesis 3:1-13

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He 
said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ The woman 
said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You shall 
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you 
shall die.” ’ But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ So when 
the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 



tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to 
her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of 
the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ 
He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave 
me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you 
have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’

Psalm 32

Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,
   whose sin is covered. 
Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity,
   and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

While I kept silence, my body wasted away
   through my groaning all day long. 
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
   my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.
          Selah 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you,
   and I did not hide my iniquity;
I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord’,
   and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
          Selah 

Therefore let all who are faithful
   offer prayer to you;
at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters
   shall not reach them. 
You are a hiding-place for me;
   you preserve me from trouble;



   you surround me with glad cries of deliverance.
          Selah 

I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go;
   I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 
Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding,
   whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle,
   else it will not stay near you. 

Many are the torments of the wicked,
   but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord. 
Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous,
   and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.

Philippians 2:3-11

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than 
yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the 
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God,
   did not regard equality with God
   as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself,
   taking the form of a slave,
   being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, 
   he humbled himself
   and became obedient to the point of death—
   even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him
   and gave him the name
   that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus
   every knee should bend,
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess
   that Jesus Christ is Lord,
   to the glory of God the Father. 



5. In Over Our Heads
Genesis 4:1-17; 6:5-8; 7:1-5; 8:1; 9:7-17
Psalm 51
James 4:1-8

Genesis 4:1-17; 6:5-8; 7:1-5; 8:1; 9:7-17

Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, ‘I have produced a 
man with the help of the Lord.’ Next she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, 
and Cain a tiller of the ground. In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the 
fruit of the ground, and Abel for his part brought of the firstlings of his flock, their fat portions. 
And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his offering he had no 
regard. So Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. The Lord said to Cain, ‘Why are you 
angry, and why has your countenance fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if 
you do not do well, sin is lurking at the door; its desire is for you, but you must master it.’

 Cain said to his brother Abel, ‘Let us go out to the field.’ And when they were in the field, Cain 
rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. Then the Lord said to Cain, ‘Where is your 
brother Abel?’ He said, ‘I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?’ And the Lord said, ‘What 
have you done? Listen; your brother’s blood is crying out to me from the ground! And now you 
are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from 
your hand. When you till the ground, it will no longer yield to you its strength; you will be a 
fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.’ Cain said to the Lord, ‘My punishment is greater than I can 
bear! Today you have driven me away from the soil, and I shall be hidden from your face; I shall 
be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and anyone who meets me may kill me.’ Then the Lord 
said to him, ‘Not so! Whoever kills Cain will suffer a sevenfold vengeance.’ And the Lord put a 
mark on Cain, so that no one who came upon him would kill him. Then Cain went away from the 
presence of the Lord, and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden.

Beginnings of Civilization

 Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch; and he built a city, and named it Enoch 
after his son Enoch.

 The Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth, and that every 
inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually. And the Lord was sorry that 
he had made humankind on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So the Lord said, ‘I will 
blot out from the earth the human beings I have created—people together with animals and 
creeping things and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.’ But Noah found 
favour in the sight of the Lord.



The Great Flood

Then the Lord said to Noah, ‘Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that 
you alone are righteous before me in this generation. Take with you seven pairs of all clean 
animals, the male and its mate; and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and its mate; 
and seven pairs of the birds of the air also, male and female, to keep their kind alive on the face 
of all the earth. For in seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights; and 
every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.’ And Noah did all 
that the Lord had commanded him.

The Flood Subsides

But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and all the domestic animals that were with 
him in the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided; 
And you, be fruitful and multiply, abound on the earth and multiply in it.’

 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, I am establishing my covenant 
with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the 
birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the 
ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a 
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ God said, ‘This is the sign of 
the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I 
will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; 
and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the 
clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.’ God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I 
have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.’

Psalm 51

Have mercy on me, O God,
   according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
   blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
   and cleanse me from my sin. 

For I know my transgressions,
   and my sin is ever before me. 



Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
   and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence
   and blameless when you pass judgement. 
Indeed, I was born guilty,
   a sinner when my mother conceived me. 

You desire truth in the inward being;
   therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
   wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Let me hear joy and gladness;
   let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
Hide your face from my sins,
   and blot out all my iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
   and put a new and right spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence,
   and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
   and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
   and sinners will return to you. 
Deliver me from bloodshed, O God,
   O God of my salvation,
   and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 

O Lord, open my lips,
   and my mouth will declare your praise. 
For you have no delight in sacrifice;
   if I were to give a burnt-offering, you would not be pleased. 
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;
   a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

Do good to Zion in your good pleasure;



   rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, 
then you will delight in right sacrifices,
   in burnt-offerings and whole burnt-offerings;
   then bulls will be offered on your altar.

James 4:1-8

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your 
cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do not have it; so you commit 
murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. 
You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, 
in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. Adulterers! Do you not know that friendship 
with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world 
becomes an enemy of God. Or do you suppose that it is for nothing that the scripture says, ‘God 
yearns jealously for the spirit that he has made to dwell in us’? But he gives all the more grace; 
therefore it says,
‘God opposes the proud,
   but gives grace to the humble.’ 
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to 
God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded.

6. What is Faith?
Genesis 12:1-9
Galatians 3:6-9
Mark 11:15-19

Genesis 12:1-9

Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 
curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’

 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years 
old when he departed from Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all 
the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran; and 
they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, Abram 
passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites 
were in the land. Then the Lord appeared to Abram, and said, ‘To your offspring I will give this 



land.’ So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. From there he moved on to 
the hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the 
east; and there he built an altar to the Lord and invoked the name of the Lord. And Abram 
journeyed on by stages towards the Negeb.

Galatians 3:6-9

 Just as Abraham ‘believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness’, so, you see, those 
who believe are the descendants of Abraham. And the scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, declared the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, ‘All the 
Gentiles shall be blessed in you.’ For this reason, those who believe are blessed with Abraham 
who believed.

 Then they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who were 
selling and those who were buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-
changers and the seats of those who sold doves; and he would not allow anyone to carry anything 
through the temple. He was teaching and saying, ‘Is it not written,
“My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations”?
   But you have made it a den of robbers.’ 
And when the chief priests and the scribes heard it, they kept looking for a way to kill him; for 
they were afraid of him, because the whole crowd was spellbound by his teaching. And when 
evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city.

7. It’s Not Too Late
Genesis 18:9-33; 22:1-14
Micah 6:6-8
Acts 17:19-34

Genesis 18:9-33; 22:1-14

 They said to him, ‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ And he said, ‘There, in the tent.’ Then one said, ‘I 
will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.’ And Sarah was 
listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it 
had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, 
‘After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?’ The Lord said to 
Abraham, ‘Why did Sarah laugh, and say, “Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?” Is 
anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and 
Sarah shall have a son.’ But Sarah denied, saying, ‘I did not laugh’; for she was afraid. He said, 
‘Oh yes, you did laugh.’

Judgement Pronounced on Sodom



 Then the men set out from there, and they looked towards Sodom; and Abraham went with them 
to set them on their way. The Lord said, ‘Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 
seeing that Abraham shall become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall 
be blessed in him? No, for I have chosen him, that he may charge his children and his household 
after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice; so that the Lord may 
bring about for Abraham what he has promised him.’ Then the Lord said, ‘How great is the 
outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! I must go down and see 
whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will 
know.’

 So the men turned from there, and went towards Sodom, while Abraham remained standing 
before the Lord. Then Abraham came near and said, ‘Will you indeed sweep away the righteous 
with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the 
place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, 
to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from 
you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?’ And the Lord said, ‘If I find at Sodom 
fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.’ Abraham answered, ‘Let 
me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the 
fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?’ And he said, ‘I will 
not destroy it if I find forty-five there.’ Again he spoke to him, ‘Suppose forty are found there.’ 
He answered, ‘For the sake of forty I will not do it.’ Then he said, ‘Oh do not let the Lord be 
angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.’ He answered, ‘I will not do it, if I find thirty 
there.’ He said, ‘Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found 
there.’ He answered, ‘For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.’ Then he said, ‘Oh do not let 
the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.’ He answered, ‘For the 
sake of ten I will not destroy it.’ And the Lord went his way, when he had finished speaking to 
Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place.

The Command to Sacrifice Isaac

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He 
said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 
offer him there as a burnt-offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.’ So Abraham 
rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his 
son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance 
that God had shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then 
Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we 
will worship, and then we will come back to you.’ Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering 
and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them 
walked on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, ‘Father!’ And he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’ 
He said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?’ Abraham 
said, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.’ So the two of them 
walked on together.



 When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the 
wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called 
to him from heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Do not 
lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you 
have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.’ And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, 
caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt-
offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place ‘The Lord will provide’; as it is said to 
this day, ‘On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.’

Micah 6:6-8

‘With what shall I come before the Lord,
   and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings,
   with calves a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
   with tens of thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
   the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
   and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
   and to walk humbly with your God? 

Acts 17:19-34

So they took him and brought him to the Areopagus and asked him, ‘May we know what this 
new teaching is that you are presenting? It sounds rather strange to us, so we would like to know 
what it means.’ Now all the Athenians and the foreigners living there would spend their time in 
nothing but telling or hearing something new.

 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious 
you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore 
you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in 
it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he 
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life 
and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and 
he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so 



that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not  
far from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and have our being”; as even some of 
your own poets have said,
“For we too are his offspring.” 
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, 
an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of 
human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day 
on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and 
of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’

 When they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some scoffed; but others said, ‘We will hear 
you again about this.’ At that point Paul left them. But some of them joined him and became 
believers, including Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris, and others with 
them.

8. Rivalry or Reconciliation?
Genesis 32:22-33:11; 50:15-21
Matthew 25:31-40
Luke 10:25-37

Genesis 32:22-33:11; 50:15-21

 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and 
crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise 
everything that he had. Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When 
the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s 
hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, ‘Let me go, for the day is 
breaking.’ But Jacob said, ‘I will not let you go, unless you bless me.’ So he said to him, ‘What is 
your name?’ And he said, ‘Jacob.’ Then the man said, ‘You shall no longer be called Jacob, but 
Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.’ Then Jacob asked 
him, ‘Please tell me your name.’ But he said, ‘Why is it that you ask my name?’ And there he 
blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, ‘For I have seen God face to face, and yet 
my life is preserved.’ The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 
Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the thigh muscle that is on the hip socket, because 
he struck Jacob on the hip socket at the thigh muscle.

Jacob and Esau Meet

Now Jacob looked up and saw Esau coming, and four hundred men with him. So he divided the 
children among Leah and Rachel and the two maids. He put the maids with their children in 



front, then Leah with her children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. He himself went on ahead 
of them, bowing himself to the ground seven times, until he came near his brother.

 But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed him, and they 
wept. When Esau looked up and saw the women and children, he said, ‘Who are these with 
you?’ Jacob said, ‘The children whom God has graciously given your servant.’ Then the maids 
drew near, they and their children, and bowed down; Leah likewise and her children drew near 
and bowed down; and finally Joseph and Rachel drew near, and they bowed down. Esau said, 
‘What do you mean by all this company that I met?’ Jacob answered, ‘To find favour with my 
lord.’ But Esau said, ‘I have enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself.’ Jacob said, 
‘No, please; if I find favour with you, then accept my present from my hand; for truly to see your 
face is like seeing the face of God—since you have received me with such favour. Please accept 
my gift that is brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with me, and because I have 
everything I want.’ So he urged him, and he took it.

Joseph Forgives His Brothers

 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, ‘What if Joseph still bears a grudge 
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?’ So they approached 
Joseph, saying, ‘Your father gave this instruction before he died, “Say to Joseph: I beg you, 
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please 
forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.’ Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, ‘We are here as your slaves.’ But 
Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to 
do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing 
today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.’ In this way he 
reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Matthew 25:31-40

 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his 
right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you 
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer 
him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked 
and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And 



the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.”

Luke 10:25-37

 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?’ He said to him, ‘What is written in the law? What do you read there?’ He answered, ‘You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.’ And he said to him, ‘You have 
given the right answer; do this, and you will live.’

 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A 
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped 
him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down 
that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he 
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while travelling 
came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him 
to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the 
innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more 
you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the 
hands of the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do 
likewise.’

9.  Freedom!
Exodus 1:1-14; 3:1-15
John 8:1-11
Galatians 5:1, 13-15

Exodus 1:1-14; 3:1-15

These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob, each with his 
household: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, Dan and 
Naphtali, Gad and Asher. The total number of people born to Jacob was seventy. Joseph was 
already in Egypt. Then Joseph died, and all his brothers, and that whole generation. But the 
Israelites were fruitful and prolific; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land 
was filled with them.

The Israelites Are Oppressed



 Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, ‘Look, the 
Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with 
them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and 
escape from the land.’ Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced 
labour. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were 
oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the 
Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives 
bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labour. They were ruthless 
in all the tasks that they imposed on them.

Moses at the Burning Bush

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock 
beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was 
not consumed. Then Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the 
bush is not burned up.’ When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out 
of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ Then he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove 
the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.’ He said 
further, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

 Then the Lord said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard 
their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down 
to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad 
land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to 
me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to 
bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.’ But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go 
to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’ He said, ‘I will be with you; and this shall be 
the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you 
shall worship God on this mountain.’

The Divine Name Revealed

 But Moses said to God, ‘If I come to the Israelites and say to them, “The God of your ancestors 
has sent me to you”, and they ask me, “What is his name?” what shall I say to them?’ God said to 
Moses, ‘I am who I am.’ He said further, ‘Thus you shall say to the Israelites, “I am has sent me 
to you.” ’ God also said to Moses, ‘Thus you shall say to the Israelites, “The Lord, the God of 
your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to 
you”:



This is my name for ever,
and this my title for all generations.

John 8:1-11

while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All 
the people came to him and he sat down and began to teach them. The scribes and the Pharisees 
brought a woman who had been caught in adultery; and making her stand before all of them, they 
said to him, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. Now in the 
law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?’ They said this to test 
him, so that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with 
his finger on the ground. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to 
them, ‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.’ And once 
again he bent down and wrote on the ground. When they heard it, they went away, one by one, 
beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. Jesus 
straightened up and said to her, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?’ She said, 
‘No one, sir.’ And Jesus said, ‘Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do not 
sin again.’]] 

Galatians 5:1, 13-15

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery.

 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole 
law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ If, 
however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.

10. Getting Slavery Out of the People
Exodus 20:1-21
Matthew 22:34-40
Hebrews 10:1-18

Exodus 20:1-21

Then God spoke all these words:



 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 
you shall have no other gods before me.

 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to 
them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the 
iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing 
steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.

 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name.

 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work. 
But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son 
or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 
For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the 
seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.

 Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord 
your God is giving you.

 You shall not murder.

 You shall not commit adultery.

 You shall not steal.

 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.

 You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male 
or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.

 When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the 
mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, 
‘You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.’ Moses said 
to the people, ‘Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him 
upon you so that you do not sin.’ Then the people stood at a distance, while Moses drew near to 
the thick darkness where God was.

Matthew 22:34-40



When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?’ He said to him, ‘ “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is 
like it: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets.’

Hebrews 10:1-18

Since the law has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the true form of these 
realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered year after year, make 
perfect those who approach. Otherwise, would they not have ceased being offered, since the 
worshippers, cleansed once for all, would no longer have any consciousness of sin? But in these 
sacrifices there is a reminder of sin year after year. For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and 
goats to take away sins. Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
   but a body you have prepared for me; 
in burnt-offerings and sin-offerings
   you have taken no pleasure. 
Then I said, “See, God, I have come to do your will, O God”
   (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).’ 
When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and 
burnt-offerings and sin-offerings’ (these are offered according to the law), then he added, ‘See, I 
have come to do your will.’ He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by 
God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all.

 And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices 
that can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, 
‘he sat down at the right hand of God’, and since then has been waiting ‘until his enemies would 
be made a footstool for his feet.’ For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who 
are sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, 
‘This is the covenant that I will make with them
   after those days, says the Lord:
I will put my laws in their hearts,
   and I will write them on their minds’, 
he also adds,
‘I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.’ 
Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.

11. From Ugliness, a Beauty Emerges
Deuteronomy 7:1-11



Psalm 137:1-9; 149:1-9
Matthew 15:21-39

Deuteronomy 7:1-11

When the Lord your God brings you into the land that you are about to enter and occupy, and he 
clears away many nations before you—the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the 
Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations mightier and more 
numerous than you— and when the Lord your God gives them over to you and you defeat them, 
then you must utterly destroy them. Make no covenant with them and show them no mercy. Do 
not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their daughters for your 
sons, for that would turn away your children from following me, to serve other gods. Then the 
anger of the Lord would be kindled against you, and he would destroy you quickly. But this is 
how you must deal with them: break down their altars, smash their pillars, hew down their sacred 
poles, and burn their idols with fire. For you are a people holy to the Lord your God; the Lord 
your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on earth to be his people, his treasured 
possession.

 It was not because you were more numerous than any other people that the Lord set his heart on 
you and chose you—for you were the fewest of all peoples. It was because the Lord loved you 
and kept the oath that he swore to your ancestors, that the Lord has brought you out with a 
mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who maintains covenant 
loyalty with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations, and 
who repays in their own person those who reject him. He does not delay but repays in their own 
person those who reject him. Therefore, observe diligently the commandment—the statutes and 
the ordinances—that I am commanding you today.

Psalm 137

By the rivers of Babylon—
   there we sat down and there we wept
   when we remembered Zion. 
On the willows there
   we hung up our harps. 
For there our captors
   asked us for songs,
and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying,
   ‘Sing us one of the songs of Zion!’ 

How could we sing the Lord’s song



   in a foreign land? 
If I forget you, O Jerusalem,
   let my right hand wither! 
Let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth,
   if I do not remember you,
if I do not set Jerusalem
   above my highest joy. 

Remember, O Lord, against the Edomites
   the day of Jerusalem’s fall,
how they said, ‘Tear it down! Tear it down!
   Down to its foundations!’ 
O daughter Babylon, you devastator!
   Happy shall they be who pay you back
   what you have done to us! 
Happy shall they be who take your little ones
   and dash them against the rock!

Psalm 149

Praise the Lord!
Sing to the Lord a new song,
   his praise in the assembly of the faithful. 
Let Israel be glad in its Maker;
   let the children of Zion rejoice in their King. 
Let them praise his name with dancing,
   making melody to him with tambourine and lyre. 
For the Lord takes pleasure in his people;
   he adorns the humble with victory. 
Let the faithful exult in glory;
   let them sing for joy on their couches. 
Let the high praises of God be in their throats
   and two-edged swords in their hands, 
to execute vengeance on the nations
   and punishment on the peoples, 
to bind their kings with fetters
   and their nobles with chains of iron, 
to execute on them the judgement decreed.
   This is glory for all his faithful ones.
Praise the Lord!

Matthew 15:21-39



The Canaanite Woman’s Faith

 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite 
woman from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; 
my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came 
and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, 
help me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ She 
said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ Then Jesus 
answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ And her daughter 
was healed instantly.

Jesus Cures Many People

 After Jesus had left that place, he passed along the Sea of Galilee, and he went up the mountain, 
where he sat down. Great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the maimed, the 
blind, the mute, and many others. They put them at his feet, and he cured them, so that the crowd 
was amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the maimed whole, the lame walking, and the 
blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.

Feeding the Four Thousand

 Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, ‘I have compassion for the crowd, because they 
have been with me now for three days and have nothing to eat; and I do not want to send them 
away hungry, for they might faint on the way.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Where are we to get 
enough bread in the desert to feed so great a crowd?’ Jesus asked them, ‘How many loaves have 
you?’ They said, ‘Seven, and a few small fish.’ Then ordering the crowd to sit down on the 
ground, he took the seven loaves and the fish; and after giving thanks he broke them and gave 
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all of them ate and were 
filled; and they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. Those who had eaten were 
four thousand men, besides women and children. After sending away the crowds, he got into the 
boat and went to the region of Magadan.

12.  Stories That Shape Us
2 Kings 2:1-15
Psalm 23
Acts 1:1-11

2 Kings 2:1-15



Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 
were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far 
as Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So 
they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and 
said to him, ‘Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?’ And he 
said, ‘Yes, I know; keep silent.’

 Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.’ But he said, ‘As the 
Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So they came to Jericho. The company 
of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you know that today 
the Lord will take your master away from you?’ And he answered, ‘Yes, I know; be silent.’

 Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he said, ‘As the 
Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So the two of them went on. Fifty men 
of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were 
standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the 
water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken 
from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.’ He responded, ‘You 
have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; 
if not, it will not.’ As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire 
separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching 
and crying out, ‘Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’ But when he could no 
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

Elisha Succeeds Elijah

 He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood on the 
bank of the Jordan. He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, 
saying, ‘Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?’ When he had struck the water, the water was 
parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over.

 When the company of prophets who were at Jericho saw him at a distance, they declared, ‘The 
spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.’ They came to meet him and bowed to the ground before him.

Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
   He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters; 
   he restores my soul.



He leads me in right paths
   for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
   I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
   your rod and your staff—
   they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me
   in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
   my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
   all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
   my whole life long.

Acts 1:1-11

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until 
the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 
there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’

The Ascension of Jesus

 So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father 
has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out 
of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in 
white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards 



heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go into heaven.’

13. The Great Conversation
Isaiah 1:1-2:5
Romans 15:1-13
Matthew 9:10-17

Isaiah 1:1-2:5

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

The Wickedness of Judah

Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth;
   for the Lord has spoken:
I reared children and brought them up,
   but they have rebelled against me. 
The ox knows its owner,
   and the donkey its master’s crib;
but Israel does not know,
   my people do not understand. 

Ah, sinful nation,
   people laden with iniquity,
offspring who do evil,
   children who deal corruptly,
who have forsaken the Lord,
   who have despised the Holy One of Israel,
   who are utterly estranged! 

Why do you seek further beatings?
   Why do you continue to rebel?
The whole head is sick,
   and the whole heart faint. 
From the sole of the foot even to the head,
   there is no soundness in it,



but bruises and sores
   and bleeding wounds;
they have not been drained, or bound up,
   or softened with oil. 

Your country lies desolate,
   your cities are burned with fire;
in your very presence
   aliens devour your land;
   it is desolate, as overthrown by foreigners. 
And daughter Zion is left
   like a booth in a vineyard,
like a shelter in a cucumber field,
   like a besieged city. 
If the Lord of hosts
   had not left us a few survivors,
we would have been like Sodom,
   and become like Gomorrah. 

Hear the word of the Lord,
   you rulers of Sodom!
Listen to the teaching of our God,
   you people of Gomorrah! 
What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?
   says the Lord;
I have had enough of burnt-offerings of rams
   and the fat of fed beasts;
I do not delight in the blood of bulls,
   or of lambs, or of goats. 

When you come to appear before me,
   who asked this from your hand?
   Trample my courts no more; 
bringing offerings is futile;
   incense is an abomination to me.
New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation—
   I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. 
Your new moons and your appointed festivals
   my soul hates;
they have become a burden to me,



   I am weary of bearing them. 
When you stretch out your hands,
   I will hide my eyes from you;
even though you make many prayers,
   I will not listen;
   your hands are full of blood. 
Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
   remove the evil of your doings
   from before my eyes;
cease to do evil, 
   learn to do good;
seek justice,
   rescue the oppressed,
defend the orphan,
   plead for the widow. 

Come now, let us argue it out,
   says the Lord:
though your sins are like scarlet,
   they shall be like snow;
though they are red like crimson,
   they shall become like wool. 
If you are willing and obedient,
   you shall eat the good of the land; 
but if you refuse and rebel,
   you shall be devoured by the sword;
   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 

The Degenerate City

How the faithful city
   has become a whore!
   She that was full of justice,
righteousness lodged in her—
   but now murderers! 
Your silver has become dross,
   your wine is mixed with water. 
Your princes are rebels
   and companions of thieves.



Everyone loves a bribe
   and runs after gifts.
They do not defend the orphan,
   and the widow’s cause does not come before them. 

Therefore says the Sovereign, the Lord of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel:
Ah, I will pour out my wrath on my enemies,
   and avenge myself on my foes! 
I will turn my hand against you;
   I will smelt away your dross as with lye
   and remove all your alloy. 
And I will restore your judges as at the first,
   and your counsellors as at the beginning.
Afterwards you shall be called the city of righteousness,
   the faithful city. 

Zion shall be redeemed by justice,
   and those in her who repent, by righteousness. 
But rebels and sinners shall be destroyed together,
   and those who forsake the Lord shall be consumed. 
For you shall be ashamed of the oaks
   in which you delighted;
and you shall blush for the gardens
   that you have chosen. 
For you shall be like an oak
   whose leaf withers,
   and like a garden without water. 
The strong shall become like tinder,
   and their work like a spark;
they and their work shall burn together,
   with no one to quench them. 

The Future House of God

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

In days to come



   the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
   and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it. 
   Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
   to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
   and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
   and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations,
   and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
   and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
   neither shall they learn war any more. 

Judgement Pronounced on Arrogance

O house of Jacob,
   come, let us walk
   in the light of the Lord!

Romans 15:1-13

We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 
Each of us must please our neighbour for the good purpose of building up the neighbour. For 
Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written, ‘The insults of those who insult you have fallen 
on me.’ For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of 
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance 
with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

The Gospel for Jews and Gentiles Alike

 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell 
you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order 



that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
‘Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,
   and sing praises to your name’; 
and again he says,
‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’; 
and again,
‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
   and let all the peoples praise him’; 
and again Isaiah says,
‘The root of Jesse shall come,
   the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.’ 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Matthew 9:10-17

 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax-collectors and sinners came and were sitting with 
him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does your 
teacher eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ But when he heard this, he said, ‘Those who are well 
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, “I desire 
mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.’

The Question about Fasting

 Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, ‘Why do we and the Pharisees fast often, but 
your disciples do not fast?’ And Jesus said to them, ‘The wedding-guests cannot mourn as long 
as the bridegroom is with them, can they? The days will come when the bridegroom is taken 
away from them, and then they will fast. No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak, 
for the patch pulls away from the cloak, and a worse tear is made. Neither is new wine put into 
old wineskins; otherwise, the skins burst, and the wine is spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but 
new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.’

First Quarter Queries



Part 2: Alive in the Adventure of Jesus

14. Promised Land, Promised Time
Daniel 7:9-28
Isaiah 40:9-11
Luke 1:67-79

Daniel 7:9-28

As I watched,
thrones were set in place,
   and an Ancient One took his throne;
his clothing was white as snow,
   and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames,
   and its wheels were burning fire. 
A stream of fire issued
   and flowed out from his presence.
A thousand thousand served him,
   and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.
The court sat in judgement,
   and the books were opened. 
I watched then because of the noise of the arrogant words that the horn was speaking. And as I 
watched, the beast was put to death, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with 
fire. As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged 
for a season and a time. As I watched in the night visions,
I saw one like a human being
   coming with the clouds of heaven.
And he came to the Ancient One
   and was presented before him. 
To him was given dominion
   and glory and kingship,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
   should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
   that shall not pass away,
and his kingship is one
   that shall never be destroyed.

Daniel’s Visions Interpreted



 As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, and the visions of my head terrified me. I 
approached one of the attendants to ask him the truth concerning all this. So he said that he 
would disclose to me the interpretation of the matter: ‘As for these four great beasts, four kings 
shall arise out of the earth. But the holy ones of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and 
possess the kingdom for ever—for ever and ever.’

 Then I desired to know the truth concerning the fourth beast, which was different from all the 
rest, exceedingly terrifying, with its teeth of iron and claws of bronze, and which devoured and 
broke in pieces, and stamped what was left with its feet; and concerning the ten horns that were 
on its head, and concerning the other horn that came up, and to make room for which three of 
them fell out—the horn that had eyes and a mouth that spoke arrogantly, and that seemed greater 
than the others. As I looked, this horn made war with the holy ones and was prevailing over 
them, until the Ancient One came; then judgement was given for the holy ones of the Most High, 
and the time arrived when the holy ones gained possession of the kingdom.

 This is what he said: ‘As for the fourth beast,
there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth
   that shall be different from all the other kingdoms;
it shall devour the whole earth,
   and trample it down, and break it to pieces. 
As for the ten horns,
out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise,
   and another shall arise after them.
This one shall be different from the former ones,
   and shall put down three kings. 
He shall speak words against the Most High,
   shall wear out the holy ones of the Most High,
   and shall attempt to change the sacred seasons and the law;
and they shall be given into his power
   for a time, two times, and half a time. 
Then the court shall sit in judgement,
   and his dominion shall be taken away,
   to be consumed and totally destroyed. 
The kingship and dominion
   and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven
   shall be given to the people of the holy ones of the Most High;
their kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom,
   and all dominions shall serve and obey them.’

 Here the account ends. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly terrified me, and my face turned 
pale; but I kept the matter in my mind.

Isaiah 40:9-11



Get you up to a high mountain,
   O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
   lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
   ‘Here is your God!’ 
See, the Lord God comes with might,
   and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
   and his recompense before him. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
   he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
   and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Luke 1:67-79

 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 
‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
   for he has looked favourably on his people and redeemed them. 
He has raised up a mighty saviour for us
   in the house of his servant David, 
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
   that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,
   and has remembered his holy covenant, 
the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,
   to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness
   before him all our days. 
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
   for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
to give knowledge of salvation to his people
   by the forgiveness of their sins. 
By the tender mercy of our God,
   the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
   to guide our feet into the way of peace.’



15. Women on the Edge
Luke 1:39-55
Isaiah 7:14, 9:2-7
Romans 12:1-2

Luke 1:39-55

 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’

Mary’s Song of Praise

 And Mary said,
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
   and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him
   from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm;
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
   and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things,
   and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel,
   in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’

Isaiah 7:14, 9:2-7

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 
bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 



The people who walked in darkness
   have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
   on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation,
   you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
   as with joy at the harvest,
   as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden,
   and the bar across their shoulders,
   the rod of their oppressor,
   you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
   and all the garments rolled in blood
   shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us,
   a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
   and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually,
   and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
   He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
   from this time onwards and for evermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Romans 12:1-2

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

16. Keep Herod in Christmas
Jeremiah 32:31-35



Micah 5:2-5a.
Matthew 1:18-2:15

Jeremiah 32:31-35

This city has aroused my anger and wrath, from the day it was built until this day, so that I will 
remove it from my sight because of all the evil of the people of Israel and the people of Judah 
that they did to provoke me to anger—they, their kings and their officials, their priests and their 
prophets, the citizens of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. They have turned their backs to 
me, not their faces; though I have taught them persistently, they would not listen and accept 
correction. They set up their abominations in the house that bears my name, and defiled it. They 
built the high places of Baal in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to offer up their sons and 
daughters to Molech, though I did not command them, nor did it enter my mind that they should 
do this abomination, causing Judah to sin.

Micah 5:2-5a.

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
   who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
   one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
   from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
   when she who is in labour has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
   to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,
   in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
   to the ends of the earth; 
and he shall be the one of peace. 

Matthew 1:18-2:15

 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 



disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you 
are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil 
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
   and they shall name him Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had 
borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

The Visit of the Wise Men

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’

 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; 
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When 
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at  
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

The Escape to Egypt

 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, 
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is 
about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother 



by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’

17. Surprising People
Psalm 34:1-18
Matthew 1:1-17
Luke 2:8-20

Psalm 34

I will bless the Lord at all times;
   his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
My soul makes its boast in the Lord;
   let the humble hear and be glad. 
O magnify the Lord with me,
   and let us exalt his name together. 

I sought the Lord, and he answered me,
   and delivered me from all my fears. 
Look to him, and be radiant;
   so your faces shall never be ashamed. 
This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord,
   and was saved from every trouble. 
The angel of the Lord encamps
   around those who fear him, and delivers them. 
O taste and see that the Lord is good;
   happy are those who take refuge in him. 
O fear the Lord, you his holy ones,
   for those who fear him have no want. 
The young lions suffer want and hunger,
   but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing. 

Come, O children, listen to me;
   I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
Which of you desires life,
   and covets many days to enjoy good? 
Keep your tongue from evil,
   and your lips from speaking deceit. 
Depart from evil, and do good;
   seek peace, and pursue it. 



The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,
   and his ears are open to their cry. 
The face of the Lord is against evildoers,
   to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 
When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears,
   and rescues them from all their troubles. 
The Lord is near to the broken-hearted,
   and saves the crushed in spirit. 

Matthew 1:1-17

An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham.

 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and 
his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, 
and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of 
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz 
the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of King David.

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of 
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, and Asaph the 
father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and 
Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and 
Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of 
Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to 
Babylon.

 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the 
father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and 
Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and 
Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and 
Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus 
was born, who is called the Messiah.

 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David to the 
deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the 
Messiah, fourteen generations. 



Luke 2:8-20

 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 
of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them.

17A. The Light Has Come (Christmas Eve)
Isaiah 60:1-3
John 1:1-5; 1:9-10; 3:19-21; 8:12; 9:5; 12:35-36; 12:46
Isaiah 60:1-3

Arise, shine; for your light has come,
   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth,
   and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
   and his glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light,
   and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

John 1:1-5; 1:9-10; 3:19-21; 8:12; 9:5; 12:35-36; 12:46

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 



people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. And this is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness 
rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come 
to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the 
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.’ 

Jesus the Light of the World

 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness but will have the light of life.’ As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.’ Jesus said to them, ‘The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the 
light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know 
where you are going. While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become 
children of light.’

The Unbelief of the People

After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. I have come as light into the world, so 
that everyone who believes in me should not remain in the darkness.

18. Sharing Gifts (Sunday on or after Christmas Day)
Psalm 117
Matthew 2:1-12
Luke 2:25-32

Psalm 117

Universal Call to Worship

Praise the Lord, all you nations!
   Extol him, all you peoples! 
For great is his steadfast love towards us,



   and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for ever.
Praise the Lord!

Matthew 2:1-12

The Visit of the Wise Men

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’

 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; 
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When 
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at  
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Luke 2:25-32

 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in 
his arms and praised God, saying, 
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
   according to your word; 



for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
   and for glory to your people Israel.’

19. Jesus Coming of Age
1 Kings 3:1-28
Luke 2:39-3:14; 3:21-22
1 Timothy 4:6-16

1 Kings 3:1-28

Solomon’s Prayer for Wisdom

Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt; he took Pharaoh’s daughter and 
brought her into the city of David, until he had finished building his own house and the house of 
the Lord and the wall around Jerusalem. The people were sacrificing at the high places, however, 
because no house had yet been built for the name of the Lord.

 Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed and 
offered incense at the high places. The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the 
principal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt-offerings on that altar. At Gibeon 
the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask what I should give you.’ 
And Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, 
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 
towards you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son 
to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place 
of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 
And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so 
numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding 
mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your 
great people?’

 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, ‘Because you have asked this, 
and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked 
for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I 
give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you 
shall arise after you. I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honour all your 



life; no other king shall compare with you. If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and 
my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.’

 Then Solomon awoke; it had been a dream. He came to Jerusalem, where he stood before the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord. He offered up burnt-offerings and offerings of well-being, and 
provided a feast for all his servants.

Solomon’s Wisdom in Judgement

 Later, two women who were prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. One woman 
said, ‘Please, my lord, this woman and I live in the same house; and I gave birth while she was in 
the house. Then on the third day after I gave birth, this woman also gave birth. We were together; 
there was no one else with us in the house, only the two of us were in the house. Then this 
woman’s son died in the night, because she lay on him. She got up in the middle of the night and 
took my son from beside me while your servant slept. She laid him at her breast, and laid her 
dead son at my breast. When I rose in the morning to nurse my son, I saw that he was dead; but 
when I looked at him closely in the morning, clearly it was not the son I had borne.’ But the other 
woman said, ‘No, the living son is mine, and the dead son is yours.’ The first said, ‘No, the dead 
son is yours, and the living son is mine.’ So they argued before the king.

 Then the king said, ‘One says, “This is my son that is alive, and your son is dead”; while the 
other says, “Not so! Your son is dead, and my son is the living one.” ’ So the king said, ‘Bring 
me a sword’, and they brought a sword before the king. The king said, ‘Divide the living boy in 
two; then give half to one, and half to the other.’ But the woman whose son was alive said to the 
king—because compassion for her son burned within her—‘Please, my lord, give her the living 
boy; certainly do not kill him!’ The other said, ‘It shall be neither mine nor yours; divide it.’ Then 
the king responded: ‘Give the first woman the living boy; do not kill him. She is his mother.’ All 
Israel heard of the judgement that the king had rendered; and they stood in awe of the king, 
because they perceived that the wisdom of God was in him, to execute justice.

Luke 2:39-3:14; 3:21-22

The Return to Nazareth

 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favour of God was upon him.

The Boy Jesus in the Temple



 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when he was 
twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they 
started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 
Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to 
look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to 
Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his 
understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother 
said to him, ‘Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been 
searching for you in great anxiety.’ He said to them, ‘Why were you searching for me? Did you 
not know that I must be in my Father’s house?’ But they did not understand what he said to them. 
Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother 
treasured all these things in her heart.

 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favour. 

The Proclamation of John the Baptist

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
   make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled,
   and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
   and the rough ways made smooth; 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’

 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to 
yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’



 And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has 
two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’ Even 
tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to 
them, ‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, 
what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’

The Baptism of Jesus

 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.’ 

1 Timothy 4:6-16

A Good Minister of Jesus Christ

 If you put these instructions before the brothers and sisters, you will be a good servant of Christ 
Jesus, nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound teaching that you have followed. 
Have nothing to do with profane myths and old wives’ tales. Train yourself in godliness, for, 
while physical training is of some value, godliness is valuable in every way, holding promise for 
both the present life and the life to come. The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance. For to 
this end we toil and struggle, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Saviour 
of all people, especially of those who believe.

 These are the things you must insist on and teach. Let no one despise your youth, but set the 
believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until I arrive, give 
attention to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift that 
is in you, which was given to you through prophecy with the laying on of hands by the council of 
elders. Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress. 
Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these things, for in doing this 
you will save both yourself and your hearers.

20. Join the Adventure!
Isaiah 61:1-4
Luke 4:1-30; 5:1-11



2 Timothy 2:1-9

Isaiah 61:1-4

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
   because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
   to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
   and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,
   and the day of vengeance of our God;
   to comfort all who mourn; 
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
   to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
   the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
   the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
   they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
   the devastations of many generations. 

Luke 4:1-30; 5:1-11

The Temptation of Jesus

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those 
days, and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of 
God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.’ Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, “One 
does not live by bread alone.” ’

 Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the 
devil said to him, ‘To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over 
to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.’ Jesus 



answered him, ‘It is written,
“Worship the Lord your God,
   and serve only him.” ’

 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to 
him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written,
“He will command his angels concerning you,
   to protect you”, 
and
“On their hands they will bear you up,
   so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’ 
Jesus answered him, ‘It is said, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” ’ When the devil had 
finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry

 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 
through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by 
everyone.

The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth

 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
   because he has anointed me
     to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
   and recovery of sight to the blind,
     to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.’ All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that 
came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’ He said to them, ‘Doubtless you will 
quote to me this proverb, “Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, “Do here also in your home 
town the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.” ’ And he said, ‘Truly I tell you, no 
prophet is accepted in the prophet’s home town. But the truth is, there were many widows in 
Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up for three years and six months, and 



there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a 
widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet 
Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.’ When they heard this, all in 
the synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the 
brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he 
passed through the midst of them and went on his way.

Jesus Calls the First Disciples

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on 
him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had 
gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 
Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the 
crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep 
water and let down your nets for a catch.’ Simon answered, ‘Master, we have worked all night 
long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.’ When they had done 
this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signalled to their 
partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that 
they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go away 
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!’ For he and all who were with him were amazed at the 
catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 
partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 
catching people.’ When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed 
him.

2 Timothy 2:1-9

You then, my child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus; and what you have heard from 
me through many witnesses entrust to faithful people who will be able to teach others as well. 
Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving in the army gets entangled 
in everyday affairs; the soldier’s aim is to please the enlisting officer. And in the case of an 
athlete, no one is crowned without competing according to the rules. It is the farmer who does 
the work who ought to have the first share of the crops. Think over what I say, for the Lord will 
give you understanding in all things.

 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is my gospel, for 
which I suffer hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But the word of God 
is not chained.

21. Significant and Wonderful
2 Samuel 11:26-12:15



John 2:1-12; Mark 1:21-28

2 Samuel 11:26-12:15

 When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made lamentation for him. When 
the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his wife, and 
bore him a son.

Nathan Condemns David

But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord, and the Lord sent Nathan to David. He 
came to him, and said to him, ‘There were two men in a certain city, one rich and the other poor. 
The rich man had very many flocks and herds; but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe 
lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children; it 
used to eat of his meagre fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a 
daughter to him. Now there came a traveller to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his 
own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s 
lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had come to him.’ Then David’s anger was greatly 
kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, ‘As the Lord lives, the man who has done this 
deserves to die; he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had 
no pity.’

 Nathan said to David, ‘You are the man! Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: I anointed you 
king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of Saul; I gave you your master’s house, and 
your master’s wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that 
had been too little, I would have added as much more. Why have you despised the word of the 
Lord, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and 
have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now 
therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, for you have despised me, and have 
taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. Thus says the Lord: I will raise up trouble 
against you from within your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes, and give 
them to your neighbour, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this very sun. For you did 
it secretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.’ David said to Nathan, ‘I 
have sinned against the Lord.’ Nathan said to David, ‘Now the Lord has put away your sin; you 
shall not die. Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned the Lord, the child that 
is born to you shall die.’ Then Nathan went to his house.

Bathsheba’s Child Dies

The Lord struck the child that Uriah’s wife bore to David, and it became very ill.

John 2:1-12;



On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother 
of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to 
you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he 
tells you.’ Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each 
holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled 
them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So 
they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it 
came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the 
bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine 
after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, 
the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

 After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother, his brothers, and his disciples; and they 
remained there for a few days.

Mark 1:21-28

 They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. 
They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, 
‘What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you 
are, the Holy One of God.’ But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent, and come out of him!’ And 
the unclean spirit, throwing him into convulsions and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 
They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, ‘What is this? A new teaching—with 
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.’ At once his fame began to 
spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

22. Jesus the Teacher
Proverbs 3:1-26
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Mark 4:1-34

Proverbs 3:1-26

My child, do not forget my teaching,
   but let your heart keep my commandments; 
for length of days and years of life
   and abundant welfare they will give you. 



Do not let loyalty and faithfulness forsake you;
   bind them round your neck,
   write them on the tablet of your heart. 
So you will find favour and good repute
   in the sight of God and of people. 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
   and do not rely on your own insight. 
In all your ways acknowledge him,
   and he will make straight your paths. 
Do not be wise in your own eyes;
   fear the Lord, and turn away from evil. 
It will be a healing for your flesh
   and a refreshment for your body. 

Honour the Lord with your substance
   and with the first fruits of all your produce; 
then your barns will be filled with plenty,
   and your vats will be bursting with wine. 

My child, do not despise the Lord’s discipline
   or be weary of his reproof, 
for the Lord reproves the one he loves,
   as a father the son in whom he delights. 

The True Wealth

Happy are those who find wisdom,
   and those who get understanding, 
for her income is better than silver,
   and her revenue better than gold. 
She is more precious than jewels,
   and nothing you desire can compare with her. 
Long life is in her right hand;
   in her left hand are riches and honour. 



Her ways are ways of pleasantness,
   and all her paths are peace. 
She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her;
   those who hold her fast are called happy. 

God’s Wisdom in Creation

The Lord by wisdom founded the earth;
   by understanding he established the heavens; 
by his knowledge the deeps broke open,
   and the clouds drop down the dew.

The True Security

My child, do not let these escape from your sight:
   keep sound wisdom and prudence, 
and they will be life for your soul
   and adornment for your neck. 
Then you will walk on your way securely
   and your foot will not stumble. 
If you sit down, you will not be afraid;
   when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet. 
Do not be afraid of sudden panic,
   or of the storm that strikes the wicked; 
for the Lord will be your confidence
   and will keep your foot from being caught. 

Jeremiah 31:31-34

 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write 
it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach 
one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of 



them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 
more. 

Mark 4:1-34

Again he began to teach beside the lake. Such a very large crowd gathered around him that he 
got into a boat on the lake and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the lake on the land. 
He began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: ‘Listen! A 
sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate 
it up. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, 
since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it 
withered away. Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it 
yielded no grain. Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and 
increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.’ And he said, ‘Let anyone with ears to 
hear listen!’

The Purpose of the Parables

 When he was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve asked him about the 
parables. And he said to them, ‘To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for 
those outside, everything comes in parables; in order that
“they may indeed look, but not perceive,
   and may indeed listen, but not understand;
so that they may not turn again and be forgiven.” ’

 And he said to them, ‘Do you not understand this parable? Then how will you understand all the 
parables? The sower sows the word. These are the ones on the path where the word is sown: 
when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them. And 
these are the ones sown on rocky ground: when they hear the word, they immediately receive it 
with joy. But they have no root, and endure only for a while; then, when trouble or persecution 
arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away. And others are those sown among the 
thorns: these are the ones who hear the word, but the cares of the world, and the lure of wealth, 
and the desire for other things come in and choke the word, and it yields nothing. And these are 
the ones sown on the good soil: they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty and sixty 
and a hundredfold.’

A Lamp under a Bushel Basket

 He said to them, ‘Is a lamp brought in to be put under the bushel basket, or under the bed, and 
not on the lampstand? For there is nothing hidden, except to be disclosed; nor is anything secret, 



except to come to light. Let anyone with ears to hear listen!’ And he said to them, ‘Pay attention 
to what you hear; the measure you give will be the measure you get, and still more will be given 
you. For to those who have, more will be given; and from those who have nothing, even what 
they have will be taken away.’

The Parable of the Growing Seed

 He also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 
The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But 
when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

 He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for 
it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds 
on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 
large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’

The Use of Parables

 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not 
speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

23. Jesus and the Multitudes
Ezekiel 34:1-31
Luke 5:17-32; 18:15-19:9

Ezekiel 34:1-31

The word of the Lord came to me: Mortal, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel: prophesy, 
and say to them—to the shepherds: Thus says the Lord God: Ah, you shepherds of Israel who 
have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? You eat the fat, you clothe 
yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fatlings; but you do not feed the sheep. You have not 
strengthened the weak, you have not healed the sick, you have not bound up the injured, you 
have not brought back the strayed, you have not sought the lost, but with force and harshness you 
have ruled them. So they were scattered, because there was no shepherd; and scattered, they 
became food for all the wild animals. My sheep were scattered, they wandered over all the 
mountains and on every high hill; my sheep were scattered over all the face of the earth, with no 
one to search or seek for them.



 Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: As I live, says the Lord God, because my 
sheep have become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all the wild animals, since there 
was no shepherd; and because my shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but the shepherds 
have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep; therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the 
Lord: Thus says the Lord God, I am against the shepherds; and I will demand my sheep at their 
hand, and put a stop to their feeding the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I 
will rescue my sheep from their mouths, so that they may not be food for them.

God the True Shepherd

 For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As 
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my 
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds 
and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, 
and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and 
the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing 
land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd 
of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will 
bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat 
and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.

 As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord God: I shall judge between sheep and sheep, between 
rams and goats: Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, but you must tread down 
with your feet the rest of your pasture? When you drink of clear water, must you foul the rest 
with your feet? And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what 
you have fouled with your feet?

 Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the 
lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with 
your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer 
be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.

 I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed 
them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be 
prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.

 I will make with them a covenant of peace and banish wild animals from the land, so that they 
may live in the wild and sleep in the woods securely. I will make them and the region around my 
hill a blessing; and I will send down the showers in their season; they shall be showers of 
blessing. The trees of the field shall yield their fruit, and the earth shall yield its increase. They 
shall be secure on their soil; and they shall know that I am the Lord, when I break the bars of 



their yoke, and save them from the hands of those who enslaved them. They shall no more be 
plunder for the nations, nor shall the animals of the land devour them; they shall live in safety, 
and no one shall make them afraid. I will provide for them splendid vegetation, so that they shall 
no more be consumed with hunger in the land, and no longer suffer the insults of the nations. 
They shall know that I, the Lord their God, am with them, and that they, the house of Israel, are 
my people, says the Lord God. You are my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, and I am your God, 
says the Lord God.

Luke 5:17-32; 18:15-19:9

One day, while he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting nearby (they had 
come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem); and the power of the Lord 
was with him to heal. Just then some men came, carrying a paralysed man on a bed. They were 
trying to bring him in and lay him before Jesus; but finding no way to bring him in because of 
the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the 
middle of the crowd in front of Jesus. When he saw their faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins are 
forgiven you.’ Then the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, ‘Who is this who is speaking 
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ When Jesus perceived their questionings, he 
answered them, ‘Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? Which is easier, to say, “Your 
sins are forgiven you”, or to say, “Stand up and walk”? But so that you may know that the Son of 
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’—he said to the one who was paralysed—‘I say to 
you, stand up and take your bed and go to your home.’ Immediately he stood up before them, 
took what he had been lying on, and went to his home, glorifying God. Amazement seized all of 
them, and they glorified God and were filled with awe, saying, ‘We have seen strange things 
today.’

Jesus Calls Levi

 After this he went out and saw a tax-collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth; and he said to 
him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up, left everything, and followed him.

 Then Levi gave a great banquet for him in his house; and there was a large crowd of tax-
collectors and others sitting at the table with them. The Pharisees and their scribes were 
complaining to his disciples, saying, ‘Why do you eat and drink with tax-collectors and 
sinners?’ Jesus answered, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 
sick; I have come to call not the righteous but sinners to repentance.’

Jesus Blesses Little Children

 People were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them; and when the disciples saw 
it, they sternly ordered them not to do it. But Jesus called for them and said, ‘Let the little 
children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 



belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will 
never enter it.’

The Rich Ruler

 A certain ruler asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: 
“You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not bear 
false witness; Honour your father and mother.” ’ He replied, ‘I have kept all these since my 
youth.’ When Jesus heard this, he said to him, ‘There is still one thing lacking. Sell all that you 
own and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, 
follow me.’ But when he heard this, he became sad; for he was very rich. Jesus looked at him and 
said, ‘How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom 
of God.’

 Those who heard it said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ He replied, ‘What is impossible for mortals 
is possible for God.’

 Then Peter said, ‘Look, we have left our homes and followed you.’ And he said to them, ‘Truly I 
tell you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake 
of the kingdom of God, who will not get back very much more in this age, and in the age to 
come eternal life.’ 

A Third Time Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

 Then he took the twelve aside and said to them, ‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and 
everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. For he will 
be handed over to the Gentiles; and he will be mocked and insulted and spat upon. After they 
have flogged him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise again.’ But they understood 
nothing about all these things; in fact, what he said was hidden from them, and they did not grasp 
what was said.

Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar Near Jericho

 As he approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard a 
crowd going by, he asked what was happening. They told him, ‘Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.’ 
Then he shouted, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Those who were in front sternly 
ordered him to be quiet; but he shouted even more loudly, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’ 
Jesus stood still and ordered the man to be brought to him; and when he came near, he asked 



him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ He said, ‘Lord, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, 
‘Receive your sight; your faith has saved you.’ Immediately he regained his sight and followed 
him, glorifying God; and all the people, when they saw it, praised God.

Jesus and Zacchaeus

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a 
chief tax-collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the 
crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycomore 
tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he looked 
up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today.’ So 
he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, ‘He 
has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.’ Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, 
‘Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of 
anything, I will pay back four times as much.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come 
to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham.

24. Jesus and Hell
Jonah 4:1-11
Luke 16:19-31
Matthew 25:31-40

Jonah 4:1-11

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, 
‘O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to 
Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please 
take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.’ And the Lord said, ‘Is it right for 
you to be angry?’ Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth 
for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

 The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, 
to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn came 
up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun 
rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was 
faint and asked that he might die. He said, ‘It is better for me to die than to live.’

Jonah Is Reproved



 But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he said, ‘Yes, angry 
enough to die.’ Then the Lord said, ‘You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not 
labour and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. And 
should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred 
and twenty thousand people who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many 
animals?’

Luke 16:19-31

 ‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 
every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to 
satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick 
his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich 
man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw 
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in 
these flames.” But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your 
good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in 
agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who 
might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.” He 
said, “Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house— for I have five brothers—that 
he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.” Abraham replied, 
“They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.” He said, “No, father Abraham; 
but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” He said to him, “If they do not 
listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the 
dead.” ’

Matthew 25:31-40

 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his 
right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you 
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer 
him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked 
and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And 
the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.”



25. Jesus, Violence, and Power
Isaiah 42:1-9; 53:1-12
Matthew 16:13-17:9

Isaiah 42:1-9; 53:1-12

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
   my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
   he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry or lift up his voice,
   or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break,
   and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
   he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be crushed
   until he has established justice in the earth;
   and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

Thus says God, the Lord,
   who created the heavens and stretched them out,
   who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
   and spirit to those who walk in it: 
I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness,
   I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
   a light to the nations, 
   to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
   from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
I am the Lord, that is my name;
   my glory I give to no other,
   nor my praise to idols. 
See, the former things have come to pass,
   and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
   I tell you of them. 



Who has believed what we have heard?
   And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
For he grew up before him like a young plant,
   and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
   nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
He was despised and rejected by others;
   a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity;
and as one from whom others hide their faces
   he was despised, and we held him of no account. 

Surely he has borne our infirmities
   and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken,
   struck down by God, and afflicted. 
But he was wounded for our transgressions,
   crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
   and by his bruises we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray;
   we have all turned to our own way,
and the Lord has laid on him
   the iniquity of us all. 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
   yet he did not open his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
   and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
   so he did not open his mouth. 
By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
   Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living,
   stricken for the transgression of my people. 
They made his grave with the wicked
   and his tomb with the rich,
although he had done no violence,
   and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain.
When you make his life an offering for sin,



   he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;
through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. 
   Out of his anguish he shall see light;
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.
   The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,
   and he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,
   and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,
   and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
   and made intercession for the transgressors. 

Matthew 16:13-17:9

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, 
and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I 
am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus 
answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this 
to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he 
was the Messiah.

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo 
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 
third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, 
Lord! This must never happen to you.’ But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.’

The Cross and Self-Denial

 Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 



who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole 
world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

 ‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay 
everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not 
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’

The Transfiguration

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high 
mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, 
and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, 
talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will 
make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ While he was still 
speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, ‘This is 
my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!’ When the disciples heard this, 
they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 
‘Get up and do not be afraid.’ And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself 
alone.

 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, ‘Tell no one about the vision until 
after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.’

26. Making it Real
Mark 2:1-19
Hebrews 11:1-8
1 John 1:1-2:6

Mark 2:1-19

When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. So many 
gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the door; and he 
was speaking the word to them. Then some people came, bringing to him a paralysed man, 
carried by four of them. And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they 
removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it, they let down the mat on which the 
paralytic lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’ 
Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, ‘Why does this fellow 
speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ At once Jesus 
perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions among themselves; and he said 
to them, ‘Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 
“Your sins are forgiven”, or to say, “Stand up and take your mat and walk”? But so that you may 



know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’—he said to the paralytic— ‘I 
say to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your home.’ And he stood up, and immediately 
took the mat and went out before all of them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, 
saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this!’ 

Jesus Calls Levi

 Jesus went out again beside the lake; the whole crowd gathered around him, and he taught them. 
As he was walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to 
him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and followed him.

 And as he sat at dinner in Levi’s house, many tax-collectors and sinners were also sitting with 
Jesus and his disciples—for there were many who followed him. When the scribes of the 
Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and tax-collectors, they said to his disciples, ‘Why 
does he eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ When Jesus heard this, he said to them, ‘Those who 
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I have come to call not the 
righteous but sinners.’

The Question about Fasting

 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and said to him, ‘Why do 
John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?’ Jesus said 
to them, ‘The wedding-guests cannot fast while the bridegroom is with them, can they? As long 
as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.

Hebrews 11:1-8

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith 
our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the 
word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.

The Examples of Abel, Enoch, and Noah

 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain’s. Through this he received 
approval as righteous, God himself giving approval to his gifts; he died, but through his faith he 
still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken so that he did not experience death; and ‘he was not found, 
because God had taken him.’ For it was attested before he was taken away that ‘he had pleased 
God.’ And without faith it is impossible to please God, for whoever would approach him must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. By faith Noah, warned by God 



about events as yet unseen, respected the warning and built an ark to save his household; by this 
he condemned the world and became an heir to the righteousness that is in accordance with faith.

The Faith of Abraham

 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going.

1 John 1:1-2:6

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with 
our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— this 
life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was 
with the Father and was revealed to us— we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that 
you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

God Is Light

 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 
there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all 
sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess 
our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

Christ Our Advocate

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

 Now by this we may be sure that we know him, if we obey his commandments. Whoever says, 
‘I have come to know him’, but does not obey his commandments, is a liar, and in such a person 
the truth does not exist; but whoever obeys his word, truly in this person the love of God has 
reached perfection. By this we may be sure that we are in him: whoever says, ‘I abide in him’, 
ought to walk just as he walked.

Second Quarter Queries



Part 3: Alive in a Global Uprising

27. A New Identity
Matthew 5:1-16

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came 
to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.

 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Salt and Light

 ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is 
no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.

 ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father in heaven.



28. A New Path to Aliveness
Mt 5:17-48

 ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but 
to fulfil. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a 
letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least 
of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven.

Concerning Anger

 ‘You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not murder”; and “whoever 
murders shall be liable to judgement.” But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or 
sister, you will be liable to judgement; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to 
the council; and if you say, “You fool”, you will be liable to the hell of fire. So when you are 
offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against 
you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and 
then come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the 
way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the 
guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have 
paid the last penny.

Concerning Adultery

 ‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.” But I say to you that 
everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If 
your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of 
your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes 
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for 
your whole body to go into hell.

Concerning Divorce

 ‘It was also said, “Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.” But I 
say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to 
commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

Concerning Oaths



 ‘Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not swear falsely, 
but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.” But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either 
by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for 
it is the city of the great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair 
white or black. Let your word be “Yes, Yes” or “No, No”; anything more than this comes from 
the evil one.

Concerning Retaliation

 ‘You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” But I say to you, 
Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; and if 
anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to 
go one mile, go also the second mile. Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse 
anyone who wants to borrow from you.

Love for Enemies

 ‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy.” But I 
say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be 
children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what 
reward do you have? Do not even the tax-collectors do the same? And if you greet only your 
brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 
Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

29. Your Secret Life
Mt 6:1-18

‘Beware of practising your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no 
reward from your Father in heaven.

 ‘So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you.

Concerning Prayer



 ‘And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and 
pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

 ‘When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they 
will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him.

 ‘Pray then in this way:
Our Father in heaven,
   hallowed be your name. 
   Your kingdom come.
   Your will be done,
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our debts,
     as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
   And do not bring us to the time of trial,
     but rescue us from the evil one. 
For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if you 
do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

Concerning Fasting

 ‘And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so 
as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But 
when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by 
others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

30. Why We Worry, Why We Judge
Matthew 6:19-7:12

 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where 
thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.

The Sound Eye



 ‘The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light; 
but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is 
darkness, how great is the darkness!

Serving Two Masters

 ‘No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.

Do Not Worry

 ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or 
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in 
all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which 
is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of 
little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or 
“What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your 
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

 ‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is 
enough for today.

Judging Others

‘Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. For with the judgement you make you will be 
judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. Why do you see the speck in your 
neighbour’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye? Or how can you say to your 
neighbour, “Let me take the speck out of your eye”, while the log is in your own eye? You 
hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck 
out of your neighbour’s eye.

Profaning the Holy

 ‘Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swine, or they will 
trample them under foot and turn and maul you.

Ask, Search, Knock



 ‘Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened 
for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone 
who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for 
bread, will give a stone? Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? If you then, who are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven 
give good things to those who ask him!

The Golden Rule

 ‘In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the 
prophets.

31. The Choice is Yours
Matthew 7:13-29

‘Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road is easy that leads to destruction, 
and there are many who take it. For the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and 
there are few who find it.

A Tree and Its Fruit

 ‘Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous 
wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from 
thistles? In the same way, every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A 
good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will know them by their fruits.

Concerning Self-Deception

 ‘Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord”, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only one 
who does the will of my Father in heaven. On that day many will say to me, “Lord, Lord, did we 
not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many deeds of power in 
your name?” Then I will declare to them, “I never knew you; go away from me, you evildoers.”

Hearers and Doers

 ‘Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who 
built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 



The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—
and great was its fall!’

 Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, 
for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 

32. Peace March (Palm Sunday)
Zechariah 9:9-10
Psalm 122
Luke 19:29-46

Zechariah 9:9-10

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
   Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
   triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
   on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
   and the warhorse from Jerusalem;
and the battle-bow shall be cut off,
   and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
   and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

Psalm 122

I was glad when they said to me,
   ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’ 
Our feet are standing
   within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem—built as a city
   that is bound firmly together. 
To it the tribes go up,
   the tribes of the Lord,



as was decreed for Israel,
   to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 
For there the thrones for judgement were set up,
   the thrones of the house of David. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
   ‘May they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls,
   and security within your towers.’ 
For the sake of my relatives and friends
   I will say, ‘Peace be within you.’ 
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God,
   I will seek your good.

Luke 19:29-46

 When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent 
two of the disciples, saying, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find 
tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, “Why 
are you untying it?” just say this: “The Lord needs it.” ’ So those who were sent departed and 
found it as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, ‘Why are you 
untying the colt?’ They said, ‘The Lord needs it.’ Then they brought it to Jesus; and after 
throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading 
their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, 
the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the 
deeds of power that they had seen, saying,
‘Blessed is the king
   who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
   and glory in the highest heaven!’ 
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, order your disciples to stop.’ He 
answered, ‘I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.’

Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem

 As he came near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, ‘If you, even you, had only 
recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 
Indeed, the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up ramparts around you and 
surround you, and hem you in on every side. They will crush you to the ground, you and your 
children within you, and they will not leave within you one stone upon another; because you did 
not recognize the time of your visitation from God.’



Jesus Cleanses the Temple

 Then he entered the temple and began to drive out those who were selling things there; and he 
said, ‘It is written,
“My house shall be a house of prayer”;
   but you have made it a den of robbers.’

32A. A Table. A Basin. Some Food. Some Friends. (Holy Thursday)
John 13-17

32B.  Everything Must Change (Good Friday)
Psalm 22
Luke 22:39-23:56

Psalm 22

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
   Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? 
O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer;
   and by night, but find no rest. 

Yet you are holy,
   enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
In you our ancestors trusted;
   they trusted, and you delivered them. 
To you they cried, and were saved;
   in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 

But I am a worm, and not human;
   scorned by others, and despised by the people. 
All who see me mock at me;
   they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
‘Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver—
   let him rescue the one in whom he delights!’ 

Yet it was you who took me from the womb;
   you kept me safe on my mother’s breast. 
On you I was cast from my birth,



   and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 
Do not be far from me,
   for trouble is near
   and there is no one to help. 

Many bulls encircle me,
   strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
they open wide their mouths at me,
   like a ravening and roaring lion. 

I am poured out like water,
   and all my bones are out of joint;
my heart is like wax;
   it is melted within my breast; 
my mouth is dried up like a potsherd,
   and my tongue sticks to my jaws;
   you lay me in the dust of death. 

For dogs are all around me;
   a company of evildoers encircles me.
My hands and feet have shrivelled; 
I can count all my bones.
They stare and gloat over me; 
they divide my clothes among themselves,
   and for my clothing they cast lots. 

But you, O Lord, do not be far away!
   O my help, come quickly to my aid! 
Deliver my soul from the sword,
   my life from the power of the dog! 
   Save me from the mouth of the lion! 

From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued me. 
I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters;
   in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 
You who fear the Lord, praise him!
   All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him;



   stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
For he did not despise or abhor
   the affliction of the afflicted;
he did not hide his face from me,
   but heard when I cried to him. 

From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
   my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied;
   those who seek him shall praise the Lord.
   May your hearts live for ever! 

All the ends of the earth shall remember
   and turn to the Lord;
and all the families of the nations
   shall worship before him. 
For dominion belongs to the Lord,
   and he rules over the nations. 

To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;
   before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
   and I shall live for him. 
Posterity will serve him;
   future generations will be told about the Lord, 
and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn,
   saying that he has done it.

Luke 22:39-23:56

 He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed 
him. When he reached the place, he said to them, ‘Pray that you may not come into the time of 
trial.’ Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, ‘Father, if you 
are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.’ [[ Then an angel from 
heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his 
sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground.]] When he got up from 
prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of grief, and he said to them, 
‘Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.’

The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus



 While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the 
twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; but Jesus said to him, ‘Judas, is it 
with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?’ When those who were around him saw what 
was coming, they asked, ‘Lord, should we strike with the sword?’ Then one of them struck the 
slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, ‘No more of this!’ And he 
touched his ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple 
police, and the elders who had come for him, ‘Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I 
were a bandit? When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. 
But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!’

Peter Denies Jesus

 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. But Peter was 
following at a distance. When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down 
together, Peter sat among them. Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and 
said, ‘This man also was with him.’ But he denied it, saying, ‘Woman, I do not know him.’ A 
little later someone else, on seeing him, said, ‘You also are one of them.’ But Peter said, ‘Man, I 
am not!’ Then about an hour later yet another kept insisting, ‘Surely this man also was with him; 
for he is a Galilean.’ But Peter said, ‘Man, I do not know what you are talking about!’ At that 
moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. The Lord turned and looked at Peter. 
Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows 
today, you will deny me three times.’ And he went out and wept bitterly.

The Mocking and Beating of Jesus

 Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; they also blindfolded 
him and kept asking him, ‘Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?’ They kept heaping many other 
insults on him.

Jesus before the Council

 When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, 
gathered together, and they brought him to their council. They said, ‘If you are the Messiah, tell 
us.’ He replied, ‘If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I question you, you will not answer. But 
from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.’ All of them 
asked, ‘Are you, then, the Son of God?’ He said to them, ‘You say that I am.’ Then they said, 
‘What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!’

Jesus before Pilate

Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. They began to accuse him, 
saying, ‘We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, and 



saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.’ Then Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the king of the 
Jews?’ He answered, ‘You say so.’ Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, ‘I find no 
basis for an accusation against this man.’ But they were insistent and said, ‘He stirs up the people 
by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place.’

Jesus before Herod

 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he learned that he 
was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that 
time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting to see him for a long 
time, because he had heard about him and was hoping to see him perform some sign. He 
questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the scribes 
stood by, vehemently accusing him. Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and 
mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. That same day 
Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies.

Jesus Sentenced to Death

 Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and said to them, ‘You 
brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I have examined him in 
your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges against him. Neither has 
Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. I will therefore 
have him flogged and release him.’

 Then they all shouted out together, ‘Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us!’ (This was 
a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place in the city, and for 
murder.) Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; but they kept shouting, ‘Crucify, 
crucify him!’ A third time he said to them, ‘Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no 
ground for the sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release him.’ But 
they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their voices 
prevailed. So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. He released the man 
they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed 
Jesus over as they wished.

The Crucifixion of Jesus

 As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the country, 
and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. A great number of the people 
followed him, and among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 
But Jesus turned to them and said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for 
yourselves and for your children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, “Blessed 
are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.” Then they will 



begin to say to the mountains, “Fall on us”; and to the hills, “Cover us.” For if they do this when 
the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?’

 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. When they 
came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on 
his right and one on his left. [[ Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what 
they are doing.’]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; 
but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah 
of God, his chosen one!’ The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 
and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ There was also an inscription over 
him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’

 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since 
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, 
for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.’ Then he 
said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, 
today you will be with me in Paradise.’

The Death of Jesus

 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 
while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying 
with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.’ Having said this, he 
breathed his last. When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, 
‘Certainly this man was innocent.’ And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this 
spectacle saw what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. But all his 
acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, 
watching these things.

The Burial of Jesus

 Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a member of the council, 
had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was 
waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus. Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where 
no one had ever been laid. It was the day of Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning. The 
women who had come with him from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body 
was laid. Then they returned, and prepared spices and ointments.

On the sabbath they rested according to the commandment.



32C. Doubt. Darkness. Despair. (Holy Saturday)
Psalm 77, Psalm 88 
Ecclesiastes 1:1-11
Job 10:1-22

Psalm 77

I cry aloud to God,
   aloud to God, that he may hear me. 
In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord;
   in the night my hand is stretched out without wearying;
   my soul refuses to be comforted. 
I think of God, and I moan;
   I meditate, and my spirit faints.
          Selah 

You keep my eyelids from closing;
   I am so troubled that I cannot speak. 
I consider the days of old,
   and remember the years of long ago. 
I commune with my heart in the night;
   I meditate and search my spirit: 
‘Will the Lord spurn for ever,
   and never again be favourable? 
Has his steadfast love ceased for ever?
   Are his promises at an end for all time? 
Has God forgotten to be gracious?
   Has he in anger shut up his compassion?’
          Selah 
And I say, ‘It is my grief
   that the right hand of the Most High has changed.’ 

I will call to mind the deeds of the Lord;
   I will remember your wonders of old. 
I will meditate on all your work,
   and muse on your mighty deeds. 
Your way, O God, is holy.
   What god is so great as our God? 
You are the God who works wonders;
   you have displayed your might among the peoples. 



With your strong arm you redeemed your people,
   the descendants of Jacob and Joseph.
          Selah 

When the waters saw you, O God,
   when the waters saw you, they were afraid;
   the very deep trembled. 
The clouds poured out water;
   the skies thundered;
   your arrows flashed on every side. 
The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind;
   your lightnings lit up the world;
   the earth trembled and shook. 
Your way was through the sea,
   your path, through the mighty waters;
   yet your footprints were unseen. 
You led your people like a flock
   by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

Psalm 88

O Lord, God of my salvation,
   when, at night, I cry out in your presence, 
let my prayer come before you;
   incline your ear to my cry. 

For my soul is full of troubles,
   and my life draws near to Sheol. 
I am counted among those who go down to the Pit;
   I am like those who have no help, 
like those forsaken among the dead,
   like the slain that lie in the grave,
like those whom you remember no more,
   for they are cut off from your hand. 
You have put me in the depths of the Pit,
   in the regions dark and deep. 
Your wrath lies heavy upon me,
   and you overwhelm me with all your waves.
          Selah 



You have caused my companions to shun me;
   you have made me a thing of horror to them.
I am shut in so that I cannot escape; 
   my eye grows dim through sorrow.
Every day I call on you, O Lord;
   I spread out my hands to you. 
Do you work wonders for the dead?
   Do the shades rise up to praise you?
          Selah 
Is your steadfast love declared in the grave,
   or your faithfulness in Abaddon? 
Are your wonders known in the darkness,
   or your saving help in the land of forgetfulness? 

But I, O Lord, cry out to you;
   in the morning my prayer comes before you. 
O Lord, why do you cast me off?
   Why do you hide your face from me? 
Wretched and close to death from my youth up,
   I suffer your terrors; I am desperate. 
Your wrath has swept over me;
   your dread assaults destroy me. 
They surround me like a flood all day long;
   from all sides they close in on me. 
You have caused friend and neighbour to shun me;
   my companions are in darkness.

Ecclesiastes 1:1-11

The words of the Teacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
   vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
What do people gain from all the toil
   at which they toil under the sun? 
A generation goes, and a generation comes,
   but the earth remains for ever. 
The sun rises and the sun goes down,
   and hurries to the place where it rises. 
The wind blows to the south,
   and goes round to the north;
round and round goes the wind,



   and on its circuits the wind returns. 
All streams run to the sea,
   but the sea is not full;
to the place where the streams flow,
   there they continue to flow. 
All things are wearisome;
   more than one can express;
the eye is not satisfied with seeing,
   or the ear filled with hearing. 
What has been is what will be,
   and what has been done is what will be done;
   there is nothing new under the sun. 
Is there a thing of which it is said,
   ‘See, this is new’?
It has already been,
   in the ages before us. 
The people of long ago are not remembered,
   nor will there be any remembrance
of people yet to come
   by those who come after them.

Job 10:1-22

‘I loathe my life;
   I will give free utterance to my complaint;
   I will speak in the bitterness of my soul. 
I will say to God, Do not condemn me;
   let me know why you contend against me. 
Does it seem good to you to oppress,
   to despise the work of your hands
   and favour the schemes of the wicked? 
Do you have eyes of flesh?
   Do you see as humans see? 
Are your days like the days of mortals,
   or your years like human years, 
that you seek out my iniquity
   and search for my sin, 
although you know that I am not guilty,
   and there is no one to deliver out of your hand? 
Your hands fashioned and made me;
   and now you turn and destroy me. 
Remember that you fashioned me like clay;
   and will you turn me to dust again? 



Did you not pour me out like milk
   and curdle me like cheese? 
You clothed me with skin and flesh,
   and knit me together with bones and sinews. 
You have granted me life and steadfast love,
   and your care has preserved my spirit. 
Yet these things you hid in your heart;
   I know that this was your purpose. 
If I sin, you watch me,
   and do not acquit me of my iniquity. 
If I am wicked, woe to me!
   If I am righteous, I cannot lift up my head,
for I am filled with disgrace
   and look upon my affliction. 
Bold as a lion you hunt me;
   you repeat your exploits against me. 
You renew your witnesses against me,
   and increase your vexation towards me;
   you bring fresh troops against me. 

‘Why did you bring me forth from the womb?
   Would that I had died before any eye had seen me, 
and were as though I had not been,
   carried from the womb to the grave. 
Are not the days of my life few?
   Let me alone, that I may find a little comfort 
before I go, never to return,
   to the land of gloom and deep darkness, 
the land of gloom and chaos,
   where light is like darkness.’ 

33. The Uprising Begins (Easter Sunday)
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Luke 24:1-32
Colossians 1:9-29

Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I 



answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 
know that I am the Lord.’

 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, 
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says 
the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 
live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 
stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, 
O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the 
Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my 
spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 
that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’ 

Luke 24:1-32

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they  
had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did 
not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes 
stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men 
said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 
Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed 
over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.’ Then they remembered his 
words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was 
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told 
this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 
But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by 
themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

The Walk to Emmaus



 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they 
were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were 
kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while 
you walk along?’ They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, 
answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 
taken place there in these days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 
and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified 
him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now 
the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. 
They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came 
back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of 
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did 
not see him.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these 
things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 
But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is 
now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took 
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to 
us?’

Colossians 1:9-29

 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that 
you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so 
that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good 
work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. May you be made strong with all the strength 
that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with 
patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and 
transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.

The Supremacy of Christ



 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven 
and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, 
and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all 
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his 
cross.

 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled 
in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable 
before him— provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without 
shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to 
every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel.

Paul’s Interest in the Colossians

 I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is 
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. I became its servant 
according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully 
known, the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been 
revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the 
riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. It is he whom we 
proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil and struggle with all the energy that he powerfully 
inspires within me.

34. The Uprising of Fellowship
Psalm 133
John 20:1-31
Acts 8:26-40

Psalm 133

How very good and pleasant it is
   when kindred live together in unity! 
It is like the precious oil on the head,
   running down upon the beard,
on the beard of Aaron,
   running down over the collar of his robes. 
It is like the dew of Hermon,



   which falls on the mountains of Zion.
For there the Lord ordained his blessing,
   life for evermore.

John 20:1-31

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple set out 
and went towards the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter 
and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but 
he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and 
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and 
the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, 
she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said 
to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, 
and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not 
yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her.

Jesus Appears to the Disciples

 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive 
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 
any, they are retained.’



Jesus and Thomas

 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, 
I will not believe.’

 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said 
to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 
Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, 
‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.’

The Purpose of This Book

 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

Acts 8:26-40

 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there 
was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of 
her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his 
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot 
and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you 
understand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he 
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading 
was this:
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
   and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
     so he does not open his mouth. 
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
   Who can describe his generation?
     For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 
The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself 
or about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to 



some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But 
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the 
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

35. The Uprising of Discipleship
Psalm 25
Luke 10:1-11, 17-20
John 21:1-15’

Psalm 25

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
O my God, in you I trust;
   do not let me be put to shame;
   do not let my enemies exult over me. 
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;
   let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

Make me to know your ways, O Lord;
   teach me your paths. 
Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
   for you are the God of my salvation;
   for you I wait all day long. 

Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love,
   for they have been from of old. 
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
   according to your steadfast love remember me,
   for your goodness’ sake, O Lord! 

Good and upright is the Lord;
   therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
He leads the humble in what is right,
   and teaches the humble his way. 



All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,
   for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

For your name’s sake, O Lord,
   pardon my guilt, for it is great. 
Who are they that fear the Lord?
   He will teach them the way that they should choose. 

They will abide in prosperity,
   and their children shall possess the land. 
The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him,
   and he makes his covenant known to them. 
My eyes are ever towards the Lord,
   for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 

Turn to me and be gracious to me,
   for I am lonely and afflicted. 
Relieve the troubles of my heart,
   and bring me out of my distress. 
Consider my affliction and my trouble,
   and forgive all my sins. 

Consider how many are my foes,
   and with what violent hatred they hate me. 
O guard my life, and deliver me;
   do not let me be put to shame, for I take refuge in you. 
May integrity and uprightness preserve me,
   for I wait for you. 

Redeem Israel, O God,
   out of all its troubles.

Luke 10:1-11, 17-20

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every 
town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but 
the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. 



Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, 
no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, “Peace to 
this house!” And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but 
if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they 
provide, for the labourer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. Whenever 
you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are 
there, and say to them, “The kingdom of God has come near to you.” But whenever you enter a 
town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, “Even the dust of your town 
that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has 
come near.”

The Return of the Seventy

 The seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!’ He 
said to them, ‘I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. See, I have given you 
authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will 
hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your 
names are written in heaven.’

John 21:1-15

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he 
showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, 
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter 
said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will go with you.’ They went out and 
got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 
Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have you?’ They answered him, ‘No.’ He said to 
them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.’ So they cast it, and now 
they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved 
said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some 
clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the lake. But the other disciples came in the boat, 
dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.

 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said 
to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.’ So Simon Peter went aboard and 
hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and though there were 
so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ Now none of the 
disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and 
took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time 
that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.



Jesus and Peter

 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, 
‘Feed my lambs.’

36. The Uprising of Worship
Psalm 103
Acts 2:41-47 
1 Corinthians 14:26-31, Col 3:12-17

Psalm 103

Bless the Lord, O my soul,
   and all that is within me,
   bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
   and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity,
   who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit,
   who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
who satisfies you with good as long as you live
   so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

The Lord works vindication
   and justice for all who are oppressed. 
He made known his ways to Moses,
   his acts to the people of Israel. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious,
   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He will not always accuse,
   nor will he keep his anger for ever. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins,
   nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth,
   so great is his steadfast love towards those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west,
   so far he removes our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children,
   so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him. 



For he knows how we were made;
   he remembers that we are dust. 

As for mortals, their days are like grass;
   they flourish like a flower of the field; 
for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
   and its place knows it no more. 
But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting
   on those who fear him,
   and his righteousness to children’s children, 
to those who keep his covenant
   and remember to do his commandments. 

The Lord has established his throne in the heavens,
   and his kingdom rules over all. 
Bless the Lord, O you his angels,
   you mighty ones who do his bidding,
   obedient to his spoken word. 
Bless the Lord, all his hosts,
   his ministers that do his will. 
Bless the Lord, all his works,
   in all places of his dominion.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.

Acts 2:41-47

So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons 
were added. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers.

Life among the Believers

 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 
All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions 
and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much 
time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 
hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to 
their number those who were being saved.

<< >>



1 Corinthians 14:26-31

 What should be done then, my friends? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, 
a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. If anyone 
speaks in a tongue, let there be only two or at most three, and each in turn; and let one interpret. 
But if there is no one to interpret, let them be silent in church and speak to themselves and to 
God. Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said. If a revelation is 
made to someone else sitting nearby, let the first person be silent. For you can all prophesy one 
by one, so that all may learn and all be encouraged.

Col 3:12-17

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.

37. The Uprising of Partnership
Psalm 146
Matthew 10:16-20; 11:28-30; 28:16-20
Acts 16:11-40

Psalm 146

Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
   I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

Do not put your trust in princes,
   in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
   on that very day their plans perish. 



Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
   whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
who made heaven and earth,
   the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith for ever; 
   who executes justice for the oppressed;
   who gives food to the hungry. 

The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
   the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
   the Lord loves the righteous. 
The Lord watches over the strangers;
   he upholds the orphan and the widow,
   but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

The Lord will reign for ever,
   your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the Lord!

Matthew 10:16-20; 11:28-30; 28:16-20

 ‘See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and 
innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their 
synagogues; and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony 
to them and the Gentiles. When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or 
what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not you 
who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.

 ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’

The Commissioning of the Disciples

 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 
When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, 
‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 



teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.’

Acts 16:11-40

 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 
and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman 
colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by 
the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the 
women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was 
listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened 
her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her household were baptized, 
she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my 
home.’ And she prevailed upon us.

Paul and Silas in Prison

 One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of 
divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she followed 
Paul and us, she would cry out, ‘These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to 
you a way of salvation.’ She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned 
and said to the spirit, ‘I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.’ And it came 
out that very hour.

 But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas 
and dragged them into the market-place before the authorities. When they had brought them 
before the magistrates, they said, ‘These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews and are 
advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.’ The crowd joined 
in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be 
beaten with rods. After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and 
ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following these instructions, he put them in the 
innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.

 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 
When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about 
to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud 
voice, ‘Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.’ The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he 
fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and said, ‘Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?’ They answered, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you 
and your household.’ They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 



At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire 
family were baptized without delay. He brought them up into the house and set food before them; 
and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.

 When morning came, the magistrates sent the police, saying, ‘Let those men go.’ And the jailer 
reported the message to Paul, saying, ‘The magistrates sent word to let you go; therefore come 
out now and go in peace.’ But Paul replied, ‘They have beaten us in public, uncondemned, men 
who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us into prison; and now are they going to discharge us 
in secret? Certainly not! Let them come and take us out themselves.’ The police reported these 
words to the magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they were Roman citizens; 
so they came and apologized to them. And they took them out and asked them to leave the city. 
After leaving the prison they went to Lydia’s home; and when they had seen and encouraged the 
brothers and sisters there, they departed.

38. The Uprising of Stewardship
Deuteronomy 15:1-11
1 Timothy 6:3-19
2 Corinthians 8:1-15

Deuteronomy 15:1-11

Every seventh year you shall grant a remission of debts. And this is the manner of the remission: 
every creditor shall remit the claim that is held against a neighbour, not exacting it from a 
neighbour who is a member of the community, because the Lord’s remission has been 
proclaimed. From a foreigner you may exact it, but you must remit your claim on whatever any 
member of your community owes you. There will, however, be no one in need among you, 
because the Lord is sure to bless you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you as a 
possession to occupy, if only you will obey the Lord your God by diligently observing this entire 
commandment that I command you today. When the Lord your God has blessed you, as he 
promised you, you will lend to many nations, but you will not borrow; you will rule over many 
nations, but they will not rule over you.

 If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in any of your towns within 
the land that the Lord your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted towards your 
needy neighbour. You should rather open your hand, willingly lending enough to meet the need, 
whatever it may be. Be careful that you do not entertain a mean thought, thinking, ‘The seventh 
year, the year of remission, is near’, and therefore view your needy neighbour with hostility and 
give nothing; your neighbour might cry to the Lord against you, and you would incur guilt. Give 
liberally and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account the Lord your God will bless 
you in all your work and in all that you undertake. Since there will never cease to be some in 
need on the earth, I therefore command you, ‘Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbour 
in your land.’



1 Timothy 6:3-19

Whoever teaches otherwise and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the teaching that is in accordance with godliness, is conceited, understanding nothing, and 
has a morbid craving for controversy and for disputes about words. From these come envy, 
dissension, slander, base suspicions, and wrangling among those who are depraved in mind and 
bereft of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain. Of course, there is great gain in 
godliness combined with contentment; for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take 
nothing out of it; but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. But those who 
want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that 
plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and 
in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves 
with many pains.

The Good Fight of Faith

 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you 
were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. In 
the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before 
Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you to keep the commandment without spot or 
blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the right time
—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone 
who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; 
to him be honour and eternal dominion. Amen.

 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for 
our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus 
storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take 
hold of the life that really is life.

2 Corinthians 8:1-15

We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been granted to the 
churches of Macedonia; for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their 
extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For, as I can testify, 
they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their means, begging us 
earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints— and this, not merely as we 
expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us, so that we might 
urge Titus that, as he had already made a beginning, so he should also complete this generous 
undertaking among you. Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 



utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous 
undertaking.

 I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love against the 
earnestness of others. For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. And 
in this matter I am giving my advice: it is appropriate for you who began last year not only to do 
something but even to desire to do something— now finish doing it, so that your eagerness may 
be matched by completing it according to your means. For if the eagerness is there, the gift is 
acceptable according to what one has—not according to what one does not have. I do not mean 
that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a question of a fair balance 
between your present abundance and their need, so that their abundance may be for your need, in 
order that there may be a fair balance. As it is written,
‘The one who had much did not have too much,
   and the one who had little did not have too little.’

39. Whatever the Hardship, Keep Rising Up!
Isaiah 40:27-31
Acts 9:1-25
2 Corinthians 6:1-10; 11:22-33

Isaiah 40:27-31

Why do you say, O Jacob,
   and speak, O Israel,
‘My way is hidden from the Lord,
   and my right is disregarded by my God’? 
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
   the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
   his understanding is unsearchable. 
He gives power to the faint,
   and strengthens the powerless. 
Even youths will faint and be weary,
   and the young will fall exhausted; 
but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength,
   they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
   they shall walk and not faint.



Acts 9:1-25

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 
high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who 
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was 
going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He 
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ He 
asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up 
and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.’ The men who were travelling with 
him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, 
and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought 
him into Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street 
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment 
he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on 
him so that he might regain his sight.’ But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many 
about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority  
from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.’ But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is 
an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the 
people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.’ So 
Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his 
sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his 
strength.

Saul Preaches in Damascus

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to proclaim 
Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’ All who heard him were amazed and 
said, ‘Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name? 
And has he not come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?’ Saul 
became increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving 
that Jesus was the Messiah.

Saul Escapes from the Jews



 After some time had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, but their plot became known to Saul. 
They were watching the gates day and night so that they might kill him; but his disciples took 
him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a basket.

2 Corinthians 6:1-10; 11:22-33

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he 
says,
‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
   and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in 
anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we have 
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 
calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labours, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, 
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of 
God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honour and 
dishonour, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as 
unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not 
killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and 
yet possessing everything. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they 
descendants of Abraham? So am I. Are they ministers of Christ? I am talking like a madman—I 
am a better one: with far greater labours, far more imprisonments, with countless floggings, and 
often near death. Five times I have received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three 
times I was beaten with rods. Once I received a stoning. Three times I was shipwrecked; for a 
night and a day I was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from 
bandits, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the 
wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers and sisters; in toil and hardship, through 
many a sleepless night, hungry and thirsty, often without food, cold and naked. And, besides 
other things, I am under daily pressure because of my anxiety for all the churches. Who is weak, 
and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I am not indignant?

 If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. The God and Father of the 
Lord Jesus (blessed be he for ever!) knows that I do not lie. In Damascus, the governor under 
King Aretas set a guard on the city of Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a 
basket through a window in the wall, and escaped from his hands.

Third Quarter Queries



Part 4: Alive in the Spirit of God

40. The Spirit is Moving! (Pentecost Sunday)
John 3:1-21
Acts 2:1-41
Romans 6:1-14’

John 3:1-21

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night 
and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can 
do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell 
you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.’ Nicodemus said to 
him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born 
from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ 
Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of 
Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

 ‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do 
not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can 
you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal 
life.

 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life.

 ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who 
do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only 
Son of God. And this is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and people loved 
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do 
not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true 
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.’ 



Acts 2:1-41

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each 
of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as 
the Spirit gave them ability.

 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 
Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about 
God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this 
mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’

Peter Addresses the Crowd

 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all 
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not 
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: 
“In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
   and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
   in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
     and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above
   and signs on the earth below,
     blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness
   and the moon to blood,
     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”



 ‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 
God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 
yourselves know— this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God 
raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its 
power. For David says concerning him,
“I saw the Lord always before me,
   for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
   moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 
For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
   or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
You have made known to me the ways of life;
   you will make me full of gladness with your presence.”

 ‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was 
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn 
with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, 
David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,
“He was not abandoned to Hades,
   nor did his flesh experience corruption.” 
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right 
hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured 
out this that you both see and hear. For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself 
says,
“The Lord said to my Lord,
‘Sit at my right hand, 
   until I make your enemies your footstool.’ ” 
Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord 
and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’

The First Converts

 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 
‘Brothers, what should we do?’ Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone 
whom the Lord our God calls to him.’ And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted 
them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ So those who welcomed his 
message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.

Romans 6:1-14



What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no 
means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have 
been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with 
him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed 
from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know 
that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you 
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

 Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 
passions. No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present 
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members 
to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are 
not under law but under grace.

41. Moving with the Spirit
John 15:1-8
Galatians 3:19-4:7; 5:1, 13-26
Colossians 2:6-7; 3:1-17

John 15:1-8

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in me that bears 
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already 
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in 
me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.

Galatians 3:19-4:7; 5:1, 13-26



 Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring would come to 
whom the promise had been made; and it was ordained through angels by a mediator. Now a 
mediator involves more than one party; but God is one.

 Is the law then opposed to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given that 
could make alive, then righteousness would indeed come through the law. But the scripture has 
imprisoned all things under the power of sin, so that what was promised through faith in Jesus 
Christ might be given to those who believe.

 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be 
revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be 
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in 
Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 
slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if 
you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.

My point is this: heirs, as long as they are minors, are no better than slaves, though they are the 
owners of all the property; but they remain under guardians and trustees until the date set by the 
father. So with us; while we were minors, we were enslaved to the elemental spirits of the world. 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 
in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 
And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! 
Father!’ So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery.

 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole 
law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ If, 
however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.

The Works of the Flesh

 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For what the flesh desires is 
opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to 
each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 
subject to the law. Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, 



drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those 
who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

The Fruit of the Spirit

 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. And those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be 
guided by the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, competing against one another, envying one 
another.

Colossians 2:6-7; 3:1-17

 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted 
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving. 

The New Life in Christ

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 
for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
greed (which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are 
disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. But now 
you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from 
your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its 
practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge 
according to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.



42. Spirit of Love: Loving God 
Psalm 116
Romans 8:1-17
Ephesians 3:14-21

Psalm 116

I love the Lord, because he has heard
   my voice and my supplications. 
Because he inclined his ear to me,
   therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
The snares of death encompassed me;
   the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
   I suffered distress and anguish. 
Then I called on the name of the Lord:
   ‘O Lord, I pray, save my life!’ 

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;
   our God is merciful. 
The Lord protects the simple;
   when I was brought low, he saved me. 
Return, O my soul, to your rest,
   for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. 

For you have delivered my soul from death,
   my eyes from tears,
   my feet from stumbling. 
I walk before the Lord
   in the land of the living. 
I kept my faith, even when I said,
   ‘I am greatly afflicted’; 
I said in my consternation,
   ‘Everyone is a liar.’ 

What shall I return to the Lord
   for all his bounty to me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation
   and call on the name of the Lord, 



I will pay my vows to the Lord
   in the presence of all his people. 
Precious in the sight of the Lord
   is the death of his faithful ones. 
O Lord, I am your servant;
   I am your servant, the child of your serving-maid.
   You have loosed my bonds. 
I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice
   and call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord
   in the presence of all his people, 
in the courts of the house of the Lord,
   in your midst, O Jerusalem.
Praise the Lord!

Romans 8:1-17

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who 
live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh 
is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on 
the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are 
in the flesh cannot please God.

 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the 
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

 So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— for 
if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 
the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did 
not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 
When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, 
we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.



Ephesians 3:14-21

 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may 
be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have 
the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all 
the fullness of God.

 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than 
all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

43. Spirit of Love: Loving Neighbor
Acts 10:1-48
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Acts 10:1-48

In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the Italian Cohort, as it was called. 
He was a devout man who feared God with all his household; he gave alms generously to the 
people and prayed constantly to God. One afternoon at about three o’clock he had a vision in 
which he clearly saw an angel of God coming in and saying to him, ‘Cornelius.’ He stared at him 
in terror and said, ‘What is it, Lord?’ He answered, ‘Your prayers and your alms have ascended 
as a memorial before God. Now send men to Joppa for a certain Simon who is called Peter; he is 
lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the seaside.’ When the angel who spoke to him 
had left, he called two of his slaves and a devout soldier from the ranks of those who served him, 
and after telling them everything, he sent them to Joppa.

 About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up 
on the roof to pray. He became hungry and wanted something to eat; and while it was being 
prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw the heaven opened and something like a large sheet 
coming down, being lowered to the ground by its four corners. In it were all kinds of four-footed 
creatures and reptiles and birds of the air. Then he heard a voice saying, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and 
eat.’ But Peter said, ‘By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is profane or 
unclean.’ The voice said to him again, a second time, ‘What God has made clean, you must not 
call profane.’ This happened three times, and the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven.

 Now while Peter was greatly puzzled about what to make of the vision that he had seen, 
suddenly the men sent by Cornelius appeared. They were asking for Simon’s house and were 



standing by the gate. They called out to ask whether Simon, who was called Peter, was staying 
there. While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, ‘Look, three men are 
searching for you. Now get up, go down, and go with them without hesitation; for I have sent 
them.’ So Peter went down to the men and said, ‘I am the one you are looking for; what is the 
reason for your coming?’ They answered, ‘Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing 
man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for 
you to come to his house and to hear what you have to say.’ So Peter invited them in and gave 
them lodging.

The next day he got up and went with them, and some of the believers from Joppa accompanied 
him. The following day they came to Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called 
together his relatives and close friends. On Peter’s arrival Cornelius met him, and falling at his 
feet, worshipped him. But Peter made him get up, saying, ‘Stand up; I am only a mortal.’ And as 
he talked with him, he went in and found that many had assembled; and he said to them, ‘You 
yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has 
shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean. So when I was sent for, I came 
without objection. Now may I ask why you sent for me?’

 Cornelius replied, ‘Four days ago at this very hour, at three o’clock, I was praying in my house 
when suddenly a man in dazzling clothes stood before me. He said, “Cornelius, your prayer has 
been heard and your alms have been remembered before God. Send therefore to Joppa and ask 
for Simon, who is called Peter; he is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.” 
Therefore I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. So now all of us 
are here in the presence of God to listen to all that the Lord has commanded you to say.’

Gentiles Hear the Good News

 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message 
he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good 
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all 
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but 
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who 
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’

Gentiles Receive the Holy Spirit



 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 
God. Then Peter said, ‘Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 
If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not 
have love, I gain nothing.

 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist 
on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in 
the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will 
cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy only 
in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I 
spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an 
end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I 
know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, 
and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

44. Spirit of Love: Loving Self 
Proverbs 4:1-27
Romans 12:3-21
James 1:2-8; 3:13-18

Proverbs 4:1-27

Listen, children, to a father’s instruction,
   and be attentive, that you may gain insight; 
for I give you good precepts:
   do not forsake my teaching. 
When I was a son with my father,
   tender, and my mother’s favourite, 
he taught me, and said to me,



‘Let your heart hold fast my words;
   keep my commandments, and live. 
Get wisdom; get insight: do not forget, nor turn away
   from the words of my mouth. 
Do not forsake her, and she will keep you;
   love her, and she will guard you. 
The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom,
   and whatever else you get, get insight. 
Prize her highly, and she will exalt you;
   she will honour you if you embrace her. 
She will place on your head a fair garland;
   she will bestow on you a beautiful crown.’ 

Admonition to Keep to the Right Path

Hear, my child, and accept my words,
   that the years of your life may be many. 
I have taught you the way of wisdom;
   I have led you in the paths of uprightness. 
When you walk, your step will not be hampered;
   and if you run, you will not stumble. 
Keep hold of instruction; do not let go;
   guard her, for she is your life. 
Do not enter the path of the wicked,
   and do not walk in the way of evildoers. 
Avoid it; do not go on it;
   turn away from it and pass on. 
For they cannot sleep unless they have done wrong;
   they are robbed of sleep unless they have made someone stumble. 
For they eat the bread of wickedness
   and drink the wine of violence. 
But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn,
   which shines brighter and brighter until full day. 
The way of the wicked is like deep darkness;
   they do not know what they stumble over. 
My child, be attentive to my words;
   incline your ear to my sayings. 
Do not let them escape from your sight;
   keep them within your heart. 
For they are life to those who find them,



   and healing to all their flesh. 
Keep your heart with all vigilance,
   for from it flow the springs of life. 
Put away from you crooked speech,
   and put devious talk far from you. 
Let your eyes look directly forwards,
   and your gaze be straight before you. 
Keep straight the path of your feet,
   and all your ways will be sure. 
Do not swerve to the right or to the left;
   turn your foot away from evil. 

Romans 12:3-21

 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members 
have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 
members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 
proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; 
the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Marks of the True Christian

 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 
saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate 
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it  
is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, feed 
them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning 
coals on their heads.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

James 1:2-8; 3:13-18



My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any kind, consider it nothing but joy, 
because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance; and let endurance have its 
full effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking in nothing.

 If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and 
it will be given you. But ask in faith, never doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the 
sea, driven and tossed by the wind; for the doubter, being double-minded and unstable in every 
way, must not expect to receive anything from the Lord.

Two Kinds of Wisdom

 Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done 
with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, 
do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is 
earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be 
disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 
And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.

45. Spirit of Unity and Diversity
Prov. 8:1-36
John 17:1-23
Ephesians 4:1-16

Prov. 8:1-36

Does not wisdom call,
   and does not understanding raise her voice? 
On the heights, beside the way,
   at the crossroads she takes her stand; 
beside the gates in front of the town,
   at the entrance of the portals she cries out: 
‘To you, O people, I call,
   and my cry is to all that live. 
O simple ones, learn prudence;
   acquire intelligence, you who lack it. 
Hear, for I will speak noble things,
   and from my lips will come what is right; 
for my mouth will utter truth;
   wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 
All the words of my mouth are righteous;



   there is nothing twisted or crooked in them. 
They are all straight to one who understands
   and right to those who find knowledge. 
Take my instruction instead of silver,
   and knowledge rather than choice gold; 
for wisdom is better than jewels,
   and all that you may desire cannot compare with her. 
I, wisdom, live with prudence,
   and I attain knowledge and discretion. 
The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil.
Pride and arrogance and the way of evil
   and perverted speech I hate. 
I have good advice and sound wisdom;
   I have insight, I have strength. 
By me kings reign,
   and rulers decree what is just; 
by me rulers rule,
   and nobles, all who govern rightly. 
I love those who love me,
   and those who seek me diligently find me. 
Riches and honour are with me,
   enduring wealth and prosperity. 
My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold,
   and my yield than choice silver. 
I walk in the way of righteousness,
   along the paths of justice, 
endowing with wealth those who love me,
   and filling their treasuries.

Wisdom’s Part in Creation

The Lord created me at the beginning of his work,
   the first of his acts of long ago. 
Ages ago I was set up,
   at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 
When there were no depths I was brought forth,
   when there were no springs abounding with water. 
Before the mountains had been shaped,
   before the hills, I was brought forth— 
when he had not yet made earth and fields,
   or the world’s first bits of soil. 
When he established the heavens, I was there,



   when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 
when he made firm the skies above,
   when he established the fountains of the deep, 
when he assigned to the sea its limit,
   so that the waters might not transgress his command,
when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 
   then I was beside him, like a master worker;
and I was daily his delight,
   rejoicing before him always, 
rejoicing in his inhabited world
   and delighting in the human race. 

‘And now, my children, listen to me:
   happy are those who keep my ways. 
Hear instruction and be wise,
   and do not neglect it. 
Happy is the one who listens to me,
   watching daily at my gates,
   waiting beside my doors. 
For whoever finds me finds life
   and obtains favour from the Lord; 
but those who miss me injure themselves;
   all who hate me love death.’ 

John 17:1-23

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has 
come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over 
all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they 
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth 
by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence 
with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.

 ‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you 
have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they 
have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent  
me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those 
whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have 



been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may 
be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given 
me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the 
scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world 
so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and 
the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the 
evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in 
the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 
world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.

 ‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through 
their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be 
in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I 
have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may 
become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them 
even as you have loved me.

Ephesians 4:1-16

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.

 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it is said,
‘When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;
   he gave gifts to his people.’ 
(When it says, ‘He ascended’, what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower 
parts of the earth? He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so 
that he might fill all things.) The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be 
children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by 
their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every 
way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knitted 
together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes 
the body’s growth in building itself up in love.



46. Spirit of Service
Matthew 23:1-12
John 13:1-15
Philippians 2:1-11

Matthew 23:1-12

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, ‘The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ 
seat; therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do 
not practise what they teach. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the 
shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them. They do all 
their deeds to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. 
They love to have the place of honour at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, and to be 
greeted with respect in the market-places, and to have people call them rabbi. But you are not to 
be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all students. And call no one your father on 
earth, for you have one Father—the one in heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, for you 
have one instructor, the Messiah. The greatest among you will be your servant. All who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted.

John 13:1-15

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And 
during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a 
towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not 
my feet only but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed does not 
need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.’ 
For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’

 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 
them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, 
for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 
wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to 
you.



Philippians 2:1-11

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 
any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same 
love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, 
but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God,
   did not regard equality with God
   as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself,
   taking the form of a slave,
   being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, 
   he humbled himself
   and became obedient to the point of death—
   even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him
   and gave him the name
   that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus
   every knee should bend,
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess
   that Jesus Christ is Lord,
   to the glory of God the Father. 

47. The Spirit Conspiracy
Ephesians 5:15-6:9
Philemon 8-19
Hebrews 13:1-8
James 5:1-6

Ephesians 5:15-6:9

 Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most of the time, 
because the days are evil. So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. Do 
not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms 



and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in 
your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

The Christian Household

 Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ.

 Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the 
wife just as Christ is the head of the church, the body of which he is the Saviour. Just as the 
church is subject to Christ, so also wives ought to be, in everything, to their husbands.

 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, in order 
to make her holy by cleansing her with the washing of water by the word, so as to present the 
church to himself in splendour, without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind—yes, so that 
she may be holy and without blemish. In the same way, husbands should love their wives as they 
do their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hates his own body, 
but he nourishes and tenderly cares for it, just as Christ does for the church, because we are 
members of his body. ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ This is a great mystery, and I am applying it to Christ 
and the church. Each of you, however, should love his wife as himself, and a wife should respect 
her husband.

Children and Parents

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honour your father and mother’—this 
is the first commandment with a promise: ‘so that it may be well with you and you may live long 
on the earth.’

 And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord.

Slaves and Masters

 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, in singleness of heart, as you obey 
Christ; not only while being watched, and in order to please them, but as slaves of Christ, doing 
the will of God from the heart. Render service with enthusiasm, as to the Lord and not to men 
and women, knowing that whatever good we do, we will receive the same again from the Lord, 
whether we are slaves or free.

 And, masters, do the same to them. Stop threatening them, for you know that both of you have 
the same Master in heaven, and with him there is no partiality.



Philemon 8-19

 For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would 
rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have 
become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful 
both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep 
him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the 
gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be 
voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a 
while, so that you might have him back for ever, no longer as a slave but as more than a slave, a 
beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged 
you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with 
my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self.

Hebrews 13:1-8

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some 
have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you 
were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being 
tortured. Let marriage be held in honour by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for 
God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be 
content with what you have; for he has said, ‘I will never leave you or forsake you.’ So we can 
say with confidence,
‘The Lord is my helper;
   I will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?’

 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their 
way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever.

James 5:1-6

Warning to Rich Oppressors

Come now, you rich people, weep and wail for the miseries that are coming to you. Your riches 
have rotted, and your clothes are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver have rusted, and their rust will 
be evidence against you, and it will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure for the last 



days. Listen! The wages of the labourers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, 
cry out, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. You have lived 
on the earth in luxury and in pleasure; you have fattened your hearts on a day of slaughter. You 
have condemned and murdered the righteous one, who does not resist you.

48. Spirit of Power
Acts 4:1-31
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
2 Timothy 1:1-14
Ephesians 6:10-20

Acts 4:1-31

While Peter and John were speaking to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the 
Sadducees came to them, much annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming 
that in Jesus there is the resurrection of the dead. So they arrested them and put them in custody 
until the next day, for it was already evening. But many of those who heard the word believed; 
and they numbered about five thousand.

 The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, 
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had 
made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, ‘By what power or by what name did you 
do this?’ Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, if 
we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked 
how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that 
this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 
you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is
“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
   it has become the cornerstone.” 
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals 
by which we must be saved.’

 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John and realized that they were uneducated and 
ordinary men, they were amazed and recognized them as companions of Jesus. When they saw 
the man who had been cured standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. So 
they ordered them to leave the council while they discussed the matter with one another. They 
said, ‘What will we do with them? For it is obvious to all who live in Jerusalem that a notable 
sign has been done through them; we cannot deny it. But to keep it from spreading further among 
the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.’ So they called them and 
ordered them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered 
them, ‘Whether it is right in God’s sight to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge; for 
we cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard.’ After threatening them 



again, they let them go, finding no way to punish them because of the people, for all of them 
praised God for what had happened. For the man on whom this sign of healing had been 
performed was more than forty years old.

The Believers Pray for Boldness

 After they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the 
elders had said to them. When they heard it, they raised their voices together to God and said, 
‘Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth, the sea, and everything in them, it is you 
who said by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor David, your servant:
“Why did the Gentiles rage,
   and the peoples imagine vain things? 
The kings of the earth took their stand,
   and the rulers have gathered together
     against the Lord and against his Messiah.” 
For in this city, in fact, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 
gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, to do whatever your hand 
and your plan had predestined to take place. And now, Lord, look at their threats, and grant to 
your servants to speak your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and 
signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.’ When they had 
prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken; and they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 
anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief in the night. When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden destruction 
will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 
But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all 
children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then, let us 
not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at 
night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, 
and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has 
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for 
us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one 
another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

2 Timothy 1:1-14



Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in 
Christ Jesus,

 To Timothy, my beloved child:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

Thanksgiving and Encouragement

 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when I 
remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. Recalling your tears, I long to see you so 
that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. For this reason I 
remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; for 
God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-
discipline.

 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with 
me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, who saved us and called us with a 
holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace 
was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now been revealed through the 
appearing of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 
and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put 
my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. Hold 
to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in 
us.

Ephesians 6:10-20

 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armour of God, 
so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against 
enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
Therefore take up the whole armour of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil 
day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth 
around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on 
whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield 



of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

 Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 
persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may  
be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

49. Spirit of Holiness
Psalm 98
John 14:15-18, 25-27; 15:26-27; 16:33
1 Corinthians 3:9-15; 15:20-28

Psalm 98

O sing to the Lord a new song,
   for he has done marvellous things.
His right hand and his holy arm
   have gained him victory. 
The Lord has made known his victory;
   he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
   to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
   the victory of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
   break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
   with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
   make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
   the world and those who live in it. 
Let the floods clap their hands;
   let the hills sing together for joy 
at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming
   to judge the earth.



He will judge the world with righteousness,
   and the peoples with equity.

John 14:15-18, 25-27; 15:26-27; 16:33

 ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, 
and he will be in you.

 ‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.

 ‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I 
have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.

 ‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who 
comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have 
been with me from the beginning. I have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace. In 
the world you face persecution. But take courage; I have conquered the world!’

1 Corinthians 3:9-15; 15:20-28

For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building.

 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and 
someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with care how to build on it. For no one 
can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ. Now 
if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— the 
work of each builder will become visible, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed 
with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each has done. If what has been built on the 
foundation survives, the builder will receive a reward. If the work is burned, the builder will 
suffer loss; the builder will be saved, but only as through fire.

 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For since 
death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human 
being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own order: 
Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when 
he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every 
authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last 
enemy to be destroyed is death. For ‘God has put all things in subjection under his feet.’ But 



when it says, ‘All things are put in subjection’, it is plain that this does not include the one who 
put all things in subjection under him. When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself 
will also be subjected to the one who put all things in subjection under him, so that God may be 
all in all.

50. Spirit of Life
Psalm 90
Luke 20:27-38
Philippians 1:20-30

Psalm 90

Lord, you have been our dwelling-place
   in all generations. 
Before the mountains were brought forth,
   or ever you had formed the earth and the world,
   from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

You turn us back to dust,
   and say, ‘Turn back, you mortals.’ 
For a thousand years in your sight
   are like yesterday when it is past,
   or like a watch in the night. 

You sweep them away; they are like a dream,
   like grass that is renewed in the morning; 
in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;
   in the evening it fades and withers. 

For we are consumed by your anger;
   by your wrath we are overwhelmed. 
You have set our iniquities before you,
   our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 

For all our days pass away under your wrath;
   our years come to an end like a sigh. 
The days of our life are seventy years,



   or perhaps eighty, if we are strong;
even then their span is only toil and trouble;
   they are soon gone, and we fly away. 

Who considers the power of your anger?
   Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due to you. 
So teach us to count our days
   that we may gain a wise heart. 

Turn, O Lord! How long?
   Have compassion on your servants! 
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,
   so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us,
   and for as many years as we have seen evil. 
Let your work be manifest to your servants,
   and your glorious power to their children. 
Let the favour of the Lord our God be upon us,
   and prosper for us the work of our hands—
   O prosper the work of our hands!

Luke 20:27-38

 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him and asked him a question, 
‘Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man 
shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the 
first married, and died childless; then the second and the third married her, and so in the same 
way all seven died childless. Finally the woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose 
wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.’

 Jesus said to them, ‘Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; but those 
who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither 
marry nor are given in marriage. Indeed they cannot die any more, because they are like angels 
and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. And the fact that the dead are raised 
Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead, but of the 
living; for to him all of them are alive.’

Philippians 1:20-30



It is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be put to shame in any way, but that by my 
speaking with all boldness, Christ will be exalted now as always in my body, whether by life or 
by death. For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all 
of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in 
Christ Jesus when I come to you again.

 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see 
you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by 
your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is 
God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but 
of suffering for him as well— since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now 
hear that I still have.

51. Spirit of Hope
Psalm 126
Revelation 1:9-19; 19:11-16; 21:1-8; 22:16-21

Psalm 126

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
   we were like those who dream. 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
   and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
   ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’ 
The Lord has done great things for us,
   and we rejoiced. 

Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
   like the watercourses in the Negeb. 
May those who sow in tears
   reap with shouts of joy. 
Those who go out weeping,
   bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
   carrying their sheaves.



Revelation 1:9-19; 19:11-16; 21:1-8; 22:16-21

 I, John, your brother who share with you in Jesus the persecution and the kingdom and the 
patient endurance, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus. I was in the spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like 
a trumpet saying, ‘Write in a book what you see and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus, to 
Smyrna, to Pergamum, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.’

 Then I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me, and on turning I saw seven golden 
lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands I saw one like the Son of Man, clothed with a 
long robe and with a golden sash across his chest. His head and his hair were white as white 
wool, white as snow; his eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, 
refined as in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of many waters. In his right hand he held 
seven stars, and from his mouth came a sharp, two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun 
shining with full force.

 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he placed his right hand on me, saying, 
‘Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the living one. I was dead, and see, I am alive 
for ever and ever; and I have the keys of Death and of Hades. Now write what you have seen, 
what is, and what is to take place after this.

The Rider on the White Horse

 Then I saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse! Its rider is called Faithful and True, and 
in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are 
many diadems; and he has a name inscribed that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a 
robe dipped in blood, and his name is called The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, 
wearing fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. From his mouth comes 
a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron; he 
will tread the wine press of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his 
thigh he has a name inscribed, ‘King of kings and Lord of lords’.

The New Heaven and the New Earth

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying,
‘See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them; 



he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.’

 And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he said, 
‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from 
the spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their 
God and they will be my children. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the polluted, the 
murderers, the fornicators, the sorcerers, the idolaters, and all liars, their place will be in the lake 
that burns with fire and sulphur, which is the second death.’

 ‘It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and 
the descendant of David, the bright morning star.’ 
The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’
And let everyone who hears say, ‘Come.’
And let everyone who is thirsty come.
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.

 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God 
will add to that person the plagues described in this book; if anyone takes away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, God will take away that person’s share in the tree of life and in the 
holy city, which are described in this book.

 The one who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming soon.’

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.

52. God in the End
Luke 15:11-32
Romans 8:31-39
1 Corinthians 15:50-58

Luke 15:11-32

Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, 
“Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property 
between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant 



country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, 
a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and 
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 
He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him 
anything. But when he came to himself he said, “How many of my father’s hired hands have 
bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I 
will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’ ” So he set off and went to his father. 
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put 
his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his 
slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of 
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate.

 ‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard 
music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, “Your 
brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and 
sound.” Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with 
him. But he answered his father, “Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for 
you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat  
so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has 
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” Then the father said 
to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and 
rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been 
found.” ’

Romans 8:31-39

 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not 
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything 
else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to 
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who 
indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long;
   we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



1 Corinthians 15:50-58

What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will 
not all die, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed. For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on 
immortality. When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on 
immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled:
‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’ 
‘Where, O death, is your victory?
   Where, O death, is your sting?’ 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

 Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, 
because you know that in the Lord your labour is not in vain. 


